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And it is easy to understand why! Nothing can pluck at our 
heartstrings, stir our deepest emotions, awaken our consciences and 
stoke the fires of our souls like a good story can. We love stories and 
we each have our own one, made up of many chapters, some happy, 
some sad. The quality of our lives is determined by the quality of the 
stories in our lives.
 
Every good story needs a great storyteller. I was brought up on the 
stories that were shared with me by my mother and father every 
single night at bedtime. I could hear the same stories over and over, 
again and again, never tiring nor getting bored. I particularly loved 
the stories from the Bible and the stories my parents shared about 
the festival themes as they came up in our calendar. I remember the 
feeling of contentment I felt snuggled into my father’s wing as the 
Rabbi of my Shul relayed the stories of our people each Shabbat and 
special Holy day.

Just like each of us has a story, each Chag has its own unique story 
too. Rosh Hashana is really the very beginning of our story. It is 
the day, in the words in the Rosh Hashana Machzor, Hayom Harat 
Olam, “Today is the birthday of the world”. Rabbeinu Tam, Rashi’s 
grandson and one of the most brilliant and prominent scholars in 
the 12th century, explains that there were two stages of creation. 
On Rosh Hashana, the 1st of Tishrei, Hashem conceived the idea to 
create this world, and so began our story.

Our story?  
My story?  
Your sto ry? 
What about 
H is-story? 
With a 
Capital H.

A STORY FROM  
RABBI DAVID SHAW

VERYBODY
LOVES A STORY...



All of the iconic symbols of Rosh 
Hashana tell their own story. The 
Shofar reminds us of the story of the 
Akeidat Yitzchak, the binding and near 
sacrifice of our forefather Isaac and 
how, having proven his loyalty to G-d, 
Avraham was directed to rather offer 
a ram. The story of the apple dipped 
in honey, to remind us to take what 
is already sweet and to make it even 
sweeter… we need to take whatever 
is presented to us and to make it 
even better. The story of our prayers 
and melodies and even our mode of 
dress over the Chaggim… a sea of 
white representing purity and hope for 
something better.

Our story? My story? Your story? What 
about His-story? With a Capital H. The 
word “history” comes from the Greek 
word historia, meaning “enquiry” or 
“knowledge acquired by investigation”. 
There is no ancient Hebrew word for 
history, however in modern Hebrew 
we use the word               (historiah), 
and as usual when transposing a 
foreign word into Hebrew, we use the 
letter Tet (  ) for a T. Rabbi  Avraham 
Yitzchak Kook, the first Chief Rabbi of 
the Land of Israel (1865-1935) pre-the 
State, used the letter Tav (   ) when 
spelling history,               This change 
of but one letter, without changing 
its pronunciation in any way, totally 
changes its meaning and significance. 
The word Hester-Yah means, the 
secrets of G-d or the hiddenness of 
G-d. So according to Rav Kook, history, 
is the chronicle of human events. In 
other words, all history is really the 
story of how G-d directs the world, 
our world, with His hidden hand or 
providence.

So it really is all HIS story, not just ours.

There are so many significant characters that are a part of our 
Sandton Shul community’s story. Firstly there are all of you! I want 
to thank you for your love and support over the years and especially 
since taking up my new role of leadership. I thank you from the 
depths of my heart and bless you with all my heart.  

Our world class Chazan, Avron Alter, and our dedicated choristers 
make our services so special and ensure our story is sweet. Rabbi 
Sruli and Rebbetzin Shira Kaufman, and their team of youth leaders 
who ensure our story is told to the next generation.
 
To Rabbi Warren Strauss our President, who is available day and 
night and then some, for every issue, huge or tiny and solutionises, 
calmly and always makes time for me, thank you for your trust and 
friendship which I value and appreciate. Rabbi Justin Treger, who is 
my sounding board and there for me when I get stuck, who together 
with Trevor Girnun, our vice president, and our whole management 
team, run a first class enterprise. A huge thank you to your wives and 
husbands who encourage you to make such a difference. No wonder 
our story is spreading far and wide with lots of incredible innovations 
to follow. 

Our hardworking and dedicated office team, Harelle, Shiri and 
Seymor, who with the ground staff, ensure the smooth running of our 
Kehilla. 

Rabbi and Rebbetzin Suchard zol zein gesund un shtark,  the 
founding father and mother of Sandton Shul’s story. 
Thank you all and G d bless you all!              !

Today is the birthday of the world. Rabbi Matis Weinberg translates 
it rather as Today (Rosh Hashana) is the conception of the universe. 
It is literally the womb of the year, where all the possibilities of the 
New Year exist in embryo. Just as the developing foetus is exquisitely 
vulnerable to minute changes in the uterine environment, so too the 
birth of the coming year is sensitive to even small variations in this 
cosmic womb which defines the year’s potential. Indeed we pray for 
the safe birth and healthy growth of the rich potential in this New 
Year. May Hashem hear and answer all our prayers for good.
Renee and my children join me in wishing every one of you and all 
Israel, a sweet, healthy, happy peaceful, safe and prosperous new 
year, the sweetest ever. 

May this story never end!

RABBI SUCHARD, 
RABBI EMERITUS

“Ten Measures of wisdom came 
down to the world, nine measures 
were taken by the land of Israel and 
the rest (was shared) by the entire 
world.” Rashi (in his commentary on 
the Talmud) explains that this refers 
to the wisdom of Torah and derech 
eretz – which we will explain as the 
infrastructure of society.

“Ten measures of beauty came down 
to the world, Jerusalem took nine 
portions and the rest was shared by the 
entire world” (Talmud Kiddushin 49).

I have been traveling for three 
months from Telshe Stone to 
Jerusalem, and each time I marvel 
as one passes through the beautiful 
mountains, and enters the city which 
is nested in these mountains. King 
David writes in Psalms, “Yerushalayim 
surrounded by hills.”

The wisdom of Torah, which is found 
in all of the houses of learning and 
practiced by the people of all levels 
of yiddishkeit, has flavored the 
entire populace. Everyone is aware of 
Shabbat and wishes one another a 
good Shabbat. 

I was surprised and honored when a 
young man walked over to me at a 

wedding and asked me for a blessing that he should get a good 
“shidduch” and be financially successful. A more powerful sign 
of respect to Rabbanim was the true story of a taxi driver who 
drove the Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshiva University to an address 
before their return to the USA, the Rov and his son. They forgot 
to take their luggage from the cab. This taxi then picked up a 
passenger to go to the airport. The new client saw the forgotten 
case and read that it belonged to Rav Shechter. He told the 
driver that the case belonged to a great Rabbi. The taxi driver 
managed to bring the case to the Rabbi and his son.

The son came downstairs and thanked the driver and gave him a 
hundred dollar bill. The taxi driver refused the money and asked to 
see the Rav. He turned to the Rabbi and said, “I have been married 
for fourteen years and we do not have a baby, Rabbi, please 
bless me.” The Rabbi agreed. When the man left, his son asked 
his father, how can you promise him a baby? The next year they 
received news that the baby was born. The Rav told his son that 
this man’s need was part of his prayers three times a day.

I tell this story to show the character of a plain Jew and his faith 
in something higher, a blessing from a ‘gadol’.

The other explanation of wisdom, was “derech eretz”. 
The wisdom of the Jewish People in building society. The 
infrastructure of the country is breathtaking. Again, as you enter 
Jerusalem through tunnels, mountains, the bridges, the light 
rail system… it’s all something to behold. The entire country is 
pulsating with development and Tel Aviv is a metropolis. The 
ingenuity of agriculture and I.T. This is the blessing of wisdom 
from G-d to His nation. 

I pray that my being in Torah as well as spending time in Shul, 
will be a catalyst to bring this congregation to a new level of 
sincere yiddishkeit and fear of Heaven. 

It is important to visit Israel and be inspired. 

On behalf of Rochel and myself, I wish you and all to be written 
for a good and sweet year.
Love,

HE WISDOM OF TORAH HAS FLAVOURED  

THE ENTIRE POPULACE. I TELL THIS STORY 
TO SHOW THE CHARACTER OF A PLAIN JEW



MESSAGE FROM CHIEF RABBI 
DR WARREN GOLDSTEIN

Dear Friends

In 2001, a study conducted at Duke University Medical 
Center on a group of 150 cardiac patients uncovered some 
extraordinary findings. The patients, all of whom were receiving 
post-operative therapy treatment, were split into two subgroups 
– one subgroup had people praying for their wellbeing, the other 
subgroup didn’t. The findings showed the subgroup that was 
prayed for had significantly better treatment outcomes than the 
group that received the treatment alone.

Most notably, the study was double-blind – neither the 
researchers, nor those being prayed for, knew about the 
prayers. And it wasn’t a once-off either. A comparable double-
blind study, conducted at San Francisco General Hospital’s 
Coronary Care Unit, demonstrated very similar results.

During this time of year, of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we 
spend many hours in shul praying together. It’s a good time to 
reflect on the power of prayer to change our lives for the good. 
It’s a good time to think about how we can make davening a daily 
part of our lives. Whether we are praying for ourselves or others 
are praying for us, the impact that prayer can have is immense. 
Prayer can be a transformative, inspiring and uplifting experience.

The Gemara (Ta’anit 2a) describes prayer as “service of the 
heart”. What does that mean? Where does that come in?

At its essence, prayer is about cultivating an emotional 
connection – a real relationship – with G-d. If done right, prayer 
can be a direct encounter with the Divine. The Rambam says 
having kavanah – deep intention, awareness and devotion – 
is vital. Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik explains that kavanah is a 

S WE GATHER OUR NEW YEAR’S 
RESOLUTIONS THIS ROSH 
HASHANAH, LET US ENSURE 
THAT PRAYER IS HIGH ON THE 
LIST. LET US MAKE DAVENING A 
DAILY PART OF LIFE.

basic awareness that we are in the 
presence of G-d when we pray; that 
we aren’t just mouthing the words 
and going through the motions, but 
are having a private audience with the 
Creator of the universe. This state of 
mind can put us into a very powerful 
emotional state – and this is what 
“service of the heart” is all about.

Our role model for how to pray, says 
the Gemara (Brachot 31a), is Chana, 
one of the greatest women in Jewish 
history, and about whom we read on 
Rosh Hashanah. The Tanach relates 
how Chana, the mother of Samuel 
the Prophet, was unable to fall 
pregnant, and came to the Temple to 
pray. The verse describes her prayer 
as follows: “And Chana was speaking 
from her heart. Only her lips moved, 
but her voice was not heard.” 
(Samuel 1:1-13)

When we pray, we need to articulate 
the words so that only we can hear 
them – that is why we pray in a 
whisper. There is an intimacy in 
whispering. When we whisper to 
someone it is an intimate moment. 
Likewise, when we whisper our 
prayers to G-d, we feel close and 
connected to Him. We feel His love 
for us and we express our love for 
Him, and that transforms our whole 
relationship with the Torah, with 
ourselves and the rest of creation.

Whispering is also an indication of 
G-d’s closeness to us during these 
intimate moments. And the fact 
that we have this private audience 
with G-d is not something to take 
for granted. Consider how difficult, 
or even impossible, it is to have a 
private conversation with someone 
in high office or a venerated public 
figure. And yet, through prayer, we 
have privileged access to the King of 

all kings, the Creator of the universe. And we have it whenever 
we want!  

Friends – during these deep, intimate, emotional moments, we 
praise G-d and give thanks to Him, but most importantly, we 
make ourselves vulnerable to Him. The heart and soul of prayer 
is articulating our needs, what we are lacking, where we are 
falling short. In fact, requests make up 13 of the 19 blessings in 
the Amidah. The Maharal says that through prayer, we make 
the declaration that we are completely dependent on G-d for 
our needs. He explains this is why prayer is called “service”. We 
are G-d’s servants in the sense that our welfare is entirely in His 
hands. And during prayer, we turn to Him for help and support, 
with the faith that whatever the outcome, it is ultimately for our 
good, and a pure expression of His love.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (OC 2:24) says turning to G-d in times 
of need and distress is the ultimate expression of faith. It’s 
a recognition that nothing in this world can happen without 
G-d’s blessing; that whatever effort we put in, the result is 
entirely dependent on G-d’s will. When we pray for the recovery 
of someone who is sick, or for the success of a new business 
venture, we do so mindful of the fact that the doctors and the 
medicines, the business models and strategic planning, are 
merely the instruments through which G-d works. Our entire 
existence is in the hands of the One who loves us and wants 
only what’s best for us. 

Prayer is a deep emotional and spiritual experience. It’s the 
entire basis of our relationship with G-d. Passionate prayer 
– true service of the heart – brings us close to our Creator. It 
nourishes us spiritually and emotionally. It has the power to 
inspire and invigorate every aspect of our lives. As we gather 
our new year’s resolutions this Rosh Hashanah, let us ensure 
that prayer is high on the list. Let us make davening a daily part 
of life. We have the blessing of the siddur, the words of which 
were crafted by our prophets and sages – heartfelt holy words 
uttered by Jews for generations. Let us come to shul to connect 
with Hashem with the merit of community surrounding us. Let 
this year be one for rejuvenation and inspiration through the 
power of prayer. And may our prayers this Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur be graciously accepted by Hashem, so that all at 
the Beth Hamedrash Hagadol Shul together with all of us, are 
inscribed for a good and sweet year.  

With blessings



In 1966 the first Jewish families moved into Sandton, an 
underdeveloped farm land on the outskirts of Johannesburg. 
Those pioneering Jews soon established the first shul in the 
area and in 1969 BHH Sandton was established as the central 
hub of Sandton Jewry. The community realised that a Jewish 
community without a spiritual head was neither viable nor 
sustainable and in 1973 Rabbi Tzaddok Shmuel Suchard was 
appointed as the first Head Rabbi. For 45 years Rabbi Suchard 
devotedly served our community, providing visionary guidance 
and great spiritual leadership to 1000’s of people. In April 2018 
Rabbi Suchard retired from our shul. A dignified and beautiful 
tribute dinner was held in honour of the Suchards and a special 
Shabbos took place that inaugurated Rabbi Suchard as Rabbi 
Emeritus of Sandton Shul. I would like to pay tribute and 
thank Rabbi and Rebbetzin Suchard for everything that they 
have done for our community. They deserve much bracha and 
hatzlacha in all their future endeavours.

It is often said that “change is the only constant in life”. This 
transitional period has been an emotional and complex process. 
I am very grateful to the entire community for embracing this 
change and allowing the shul to meet its financial obligations to 
Rabbi Suchard.

I would like to acknowledge and congratulate Rabbi David Shaw 
on his new appointment as successor to Rabbi Suchard. Rabbi 
Shaw will continue to be assisted by a very capable team and I 
thank Renee Shaw, Chazan Dr Avron Alter, Rabbi Sruli & Shira 
Kaufman, Harelle Isaacs and Shiri Subotzky for all their efforts 
over this past year.

HE DEFINITION OF INSANITY IS 
DOING SOMETHING OVER AND 
OVER AGAIN AND EXPECTING A 
DIFFERENT RESULT.” ALBERT EINSTEIN

“

“Change is the  
only constant  
in life” Heraclitus

MESSAGE FROM RABBI  
WARREN STRAUSS, PRESIDENT

“Our dilemma 
is that we hate 
change and love it 
at the same time; 
what we really 
want is for things 
to remain the same 
but get better”  
Sydney J Harris.

Over the last 12 months a number of additional changes have 
been implemented in the shul:

· Renovation of the foyer, toilets and function hall.
· Appointment of Catering by Riva as the exclusive caterer on  
 the Sandton Shul campus.
· Restructure of the back office admin and finance teams.
· Appointment of Daniel Tucker as the new musical director of  
 the Sandton Shul choir.
· Launch of “Extraordinary Encounters”, a programme that  
 connects Sandton Shul with Jewish Thought Leaders from  
 South Africa and around the world, as they visit our shul  
 and share their thoughts and perspectives. To date we   
 have already hosted Rabbi Shmuel Moffson, Rabbi Gideon  
 Pogrund, Rav Doron Podlashuk, Eli Beer, Rabbi Hanoch Teller,  
 Nili Couzens, Rabbi Professor Daniel Hershkowitz and Rabbi  
 Dr Akiva Tatz.

Rosh Hashana marks our Jewish New Year and it’s a time to 
implement personal change. We request during our prayers that 
Hashem should “Remember us for Life” and “Inscribe us in the 
Book of Life”. This request should really force us to think about 
life and how we use it. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks said: “Sometimes 
we can be so busy making a living that we hardly have time 
to live!”  We get hooked into a monotonous routine of survival 
and continually miss out on amazing experiences, meaningful 
relationships and important events. When we hear the sound of 
the shofar during Rosh Hashana, we should treat it as Hashem’s 
alarm clock - waking us up from a slumber in which we spend 
many of our days. This sound should be our catalyst for change.

Everyone, no matter how close or distant, is invited to 
participate in our wonderful High Holiday services and spend 
these days re-connecting, reflecting and ultimately changing for 
the better.  

On behalf of my family, I wish you all a sweet and healthy new year.



 

Robert McKee said “storytelling 
is the most powerful way to 
put ideas into the world today”. 
As Jews we of course know the 
immense power that storytelling 
has. After all, one need not look 
further than Pesach for a prime 
example of this, where we sit at 
the seder table and literally tell a 
story. “Haggadah” in fact means 
“the telling”. Many of the Torah’s 
most inspiring and powerful stories 
have influential women at their 
core. From Chavah to Miriam, the 
four Matriarchs, Devorah, Esther 
and Ruth, and countless others, the 
rich history of the Jews is filled with 
stories of strong women. 

It is in light of this that I would 
like to share some lessons from a 
book I recently read. I’m an avid 
reader, and I like to collect pearls 
of wisdom from books that have 
had an impact on me. So I would 
like to draw both on the power of 
storytelling, and the role of powerful 
women to offer some insights for 
the new year. 

The book I’d like to draw on is 
“Dear Ijeawele, or a Feminist 
Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions”, 
written by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie (published by Knopf 
Publishing Group, 2017). A few 
years ago, Adichie received a letter 
from a new mother who wanted 
to know how to raise her baby girl 
to be a feminist. Dear Ijeawele is 

Adichie’s letter of response: fifteen 
invaluable suggestions for how to 
empower a daughter to become 
a strong, independent woman in 
today’s world.  

These are some of her suggestions:

1Be a full person. Motherhood is 
a glorious gift, but do not define 
yourself solely by motherhood.

2 Do it together. Remember in 
primary school we learnt that a verb 
was a ‘doing’ word? Well, a father is 
as much a verb as a mother.

3 Teach her to read. Teach her to 
love books.

4 Teach her to question language. 
Language is the repository of 
our prejudices, our beliefs, our 
assumptions. But to teach her that, 
you will have to question your own 
language.

5Teach her to reject likeability. Her 
job is not to make herself likeable, 
her job is to be her full self, a self that 
is honest and aware of the equal 
humanity of other people.

6 Give her a sense of identity. It 
matters. Be deliberate about it.

7 Be deliberate about how 
you engage with her and her 
appearance.

8 Romance will happen so be on 
board.

9 Teach her about difference. Make 
difference ordinary. Make difference 
normal. Teach her not to attach value 
to difference. And the reason for this is 
not to be fair or to be nice but merely 
to be human and practical.

Our community, too, is filled with 
women – sisters, mothers, friends, 
wives, daughters – who embody 
what it means to be a pillar of 
strength, supporting our communal 
story in invaluable ways. Let us 
not forget to celebrate this, and 
to use the beautiful points above 
to enrich our appreciation and 
encouragement of strong women 
today. I find lesson number five to 
be especially valuable, as allowing 
oneself to be true to oneself 
– sometimes even swimming 
upstream against the current – 
should encourage, not diminish 
one’s sense of self-acceptance. Let 
us give each other room to live lives 
true to each woman’s story. For it 
is in the writing of one’s own story 
that one can change the world. 

Shana Tova, 

FROM KIRSTY ROSS 
CHAIRLADY

WOMAN’S STORY

 

A story is told of a husband coming 
home and seeing a beautiful, perfect 
vase of red roses on the dining room 
table. He says to his wife “these 
are so perfect, are they real?”. She 
responds that he is right, they are 
indeed artificial, and they were 
actually made of silk. She then 
adds, “By the way, why assume they 
are artificial just because they are 
perfect?”

I pondered over this for some time. 
Certainly G-d is capable of creating 
beautiful things that are perfect. It 
says in Devarim 32:4 that His work 
is tamin, “perfect”. Why is it that 
something that looks so perfect 
smacks of something synthetic?

The pinnacle of all creation is Adam Ha’rishon, the first man and 
he is hardly perfect! He has needs, faults and weaknesses - just 
like the rest of us. He is actually perfectly imperfect. Once in a 
while, he is good; or kind; caring and selfless… other times he is 
not even close. If Adam is the apex of G-d’s creation, arguably 
His proudest and greatest achievement, why is Adam created 
to be such an incomplete and imperfect creature? How is that 
only after imperfect Man was created, and not after any other 
act of creation, does G-d say that it is tov me’od, “very good” 
(Bereishit 1:31)… whereas for every other creation it was only 
just tov, “good”?

The answer lies in that extra adjective me’od, “very”. This term 
suggests that Adam, unlike anything else in all creation, is not 
inert, nor static, but dynamic… ever changing and moving, 
never standing still. He is not only good, he is “good plus”. This 
suggests that Adam’s nature is not caught in a permanent 
deepfreeze. Tomorrow he can become more than he is today. 

Tomorrow he must become more.

Each and every one of us certainly has this  
power within us as well.

I bless you all that you should not stay frozen, nor remain 
stuck, only in who you are right now, but that you develop 
and cultivate yourself spiritually to reach your potential in the 
ways of G-d. May you be blessed with abundant blessings, by 
becoming what Hashem wants for us… to be imperfect with 
plenty of room to grow. 

The most prodigious growth always comes  
through the struggle.

E ALL WANT  
TO BE PERFECT IN  
A FLAWLESS WORLD. 

FROM REBBETZIN 
RENEE SHAW





Some of you have lived this story since 1966, 
davening in a marquee at the Jewish Guild, some 

seven years before Rabbi Suchard even arrived 
in Sandton. Some of you joined the plot from the 
early 70’s, through the 90’s, adding chapter after 

chapter of monumental milestones. Rabbi Suchard, 
at the helm of it all, the key author of our tale, for 
4.5 decades. During the 90’s, the Shaws filled five 

years worth of pages before they left for Australia, 
returning in 2011 to continue writing our storyline. 

You’ve watched the story unfold, you have loved 
and lost characters along the way; but you’ve also 
gained new ones. And together, we have a story to 

tell that spans 52 years. 

2018 marks a particularly poignant closing 
of one chapter, as a new book begins. And 

I didn’t think we could embrace that future, 
without telling the tale of how we got here. 

In putting together this magazine, I felt a bit like a 
historian; I sifted through thousands upon thousands 

of photographs. I do not believe that there are 
many shul communities who can relive their history 

& memories through such perfectly archived 
generational photographs, as those we have 

documented of Sandton Shul. And that is thanks to 
Anne Brest. For the past 36 years, Anne has captured 

and archived our collective shul story, from behind 
her lense, preserving our moments in tangible form. 

Anne, without you & your camera, the visual telling of 
this story would not have been possible. 

With Hashem’s blessing, may we continue to fill the 
pages… 

Dani Silbermann 

Editor 

In creating this year’s magazine, 
I really wanted to tell a story. Our story. 

Thanks to Harelle for ensuring the smooth 
running of the Shul’s back-end infrastructure 
– so much happens in the office on a daily 
basis, and Harelle just tackles it all (while 
replying to my endless emails)! 

Thank you to Nippy Print, who always go 
above and beyond for not just us, but for so 
many organisations in our community. I put 
you and your factory under immense stress, 
but it’s never a problem. Thank you. 

To our advertisers, who advertise with us 
each and every year, your support enables 
the publication of this magazine. 

How will 
your story 
be written 
this year?
Stories can conquer fear, you know. They 
can make the heart bigger. Ben Okri

Great stories 
happen to those 

who can tell them. 
Ira Glas

Each of us is  
a book waiting  
to be written. 
Thomas M. Cirignano



2018 Committee
1. Rabbi Warren Strauss – 
President
2. Trevor Girnun - Vice President 
3. Mark Scop - Chairman of 
Finance
4. Kirsty Ross - Chairlady
5. Selwyn Trakman – Chairman 
of Religious Affairs
6. Brendan Ross - Chairman of 
Administration
7.  Ari Davidowitz – Chairman 
of Youth and Education
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8. Jonathan Zinman - Chairman 
of Planning and Development, 
including Special Projects 9. 
Rabbi Justin Treger – Executive 
Member 10. Rodney Ichikowitz 
– Executive Member 11. Shaun 
Laffer - Executive Member 12. 
Ian Lutrin - Executive Member 
13. Greg Kinross – Immediate 
Past President 14. Brian Joffe 
– Honorary Life President 15. 
Henry Blumenthal – Honorary 
Life President
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1. Rabbi David Shaw – Head Rabbi 
2. Rebbetzin Renee Shaw  
3. Rabbi Emeritus Suchard 4. Rabbi 
Israel (aka Sruli) Kaufman – Youth 
Director, Bar Mitzvah Programme 
5. Rebbetzin Shira Kaufman - Youth 
Director, Bat Mitzvah Programme 
6. Chazan Avron Alter - Chazan  
7. Maish Preskow - Choirmaster  
8. Daniel Tucker - Musical Director 
Choir Members: Ivan Solomon / 
David Nathan / Gerry Simon / Dave 
Britany / Russell Lurie / Jarred 
Greenstein / Paul Minsker / Gary 
Haase / Lionel Starkowitz  
9. Harelle Isaacs – Office Manager 
10. Shiri Subotzky – Finance Manager  
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Storytelling with Our Longest Storytellers 

Frans Lasiba Kakana
Part of our story for 33 years

“I remember so many funny stories… especially of young boys being naughty… 
it was the old Shul, probably 20 years ago, group of youngsters playing in the 
Shul, as they heard me coming they ran away- they climbed into the ceiling of 

the Rabbi’s office and one boy fell from the ceiling into the office! The same 
group of boys were playing soccer on the grass - where it is now the youth 

centre - they played for hours. We had finished the Brocha and returned to set 
up for the Seudah Shlishit… and I could see the windows into the kitchen were 
open… the boys had broken in and had taken food and drinks and ran away!”

Frans has the entire collection of Shul magazines dating back to 1984!

Thobeka Topsy Banzane  
(aka Topsy)
Part of our Shul story for 36 years
“I take a lot of pride in our Brochas and for years I have used 
my experience from working in a hotel to make the Brochas look 
beautiful. I will practice during the week to see what designs and 
styles we will use. Every week since I have been at the Shul I make 
sure the ‘famous’ mon cake is on the Rabbi’s table.”

Sometimes the very best stories come from behind the scenes. Our incredible team of 
dedicated staff not only keep the Shul running smoothly, but they have also seen and heard 
more of the Shul’s going-ons than possibly anyone else! 

These are some of their favourite stories through the years… 

Anthony Mahango
Part of our Shul story for 26 years

“I have some funny memories of Purim - lots of funny dancing and being passed out - needing to find a trolley for 
getting some guys to take them back to the car. One strong guy lifted the guys and piled them into the trolley… I also 

remember finding someone passed out and sleeping in the school one Shabbat morning.”



Stanford Mncube 
(aka Stan)
Part of our Shul story for 21 years
“I have many interesting stories… too, too many! There have 
been many funny stories on Simchat Torah- Absolutely Finished 
from Absolute Vodka!!! I also remember Jonty Rhodes at the 
‘Where is G-d’ symposiums that the shul used to do. More 
recently I have memories of seeing Rabbi Shaw running around 
to different places with his huge Shofar- in other religions the 
sounding of a horn means there is an auspicious visitor! Be 
ready the time for Mashiach is coming!”

Douglas Ndlovu 
(aka Doug) 

Part of our Shul story for 27 years
“I have very fond memories of Rabbi Suchard and the Shul.”

Siyabonga Banzane (aka Siya)
Part of our Shul story for 11 years

“My memory takes me back to Purim 2010! There were real camels! And 
Rabbi Suchard, dressed in a black and red jacket, landed in a chopper! I can 
also remember one of the congregants wearing an EFF red beret! It was a 
great Purim.”

Our Other Storytellers who work tirelessly behind the scenes:

John Mothwale Makwcha aka Mpofu
Thompson Ngwenya (aka Tom) 
Seymour Smith, our landscaper of 15 years.  
Seymour was originally the Club Manager at the Jewish Guild. 

We pay tribute to the passing of Fitwel 
Sibanda (aka Dawz), who passed 
away earlier this year. Fitwel was part 
of our Shul story for 10 years. He is 
survived by his wife, and five children. 

John Tom Seymour The Late Fitwel





T H E  C L O S I N G  O F 
A C H A P T E R

A life of  service… Rabbi Z S Suchard, Rabbi Emeritus, gave 46 years 

to growing Sandton Shul into the spiritual hub of  Sandton. The most 

poignant closing of  a chapter in our Shul’s history. We bid farewell, our 

hearts grateful, and only Hashem’s greatest blessings to the Suchards as 

they write their new story in Israel.  

T H E  E N D  O F  A N  E R A , 

“I look forward to building this 

community even further. Even from 

Israel, I’ll be a part of  this community. 

What does it mean to be Rabbi Emeritus? 

It means I’ll be a rabbi of  Sandton 

forever. I’m there to serve you as much 

as I can. Even when I’m in Israel, I’ll be 

with you and will be present at all your 

life events. I will always be a part of  this.”  

Rabbi Suchard, Rabbi Emeritus

 
 
 
 
 

 



“You are the Rabbi Akiva 

of  our time. The great 

sage started again with 

four students after losing 

24 000 brilliant minds to 

a calamity. You played 

the same role in South 

Africa after the destruction 

of  Jewish life in Europe. 

Rebuilding something after 

destruction and hopelessness, 

you breathed life back 

into the Torah world and 

built something beyond 

comprehension. You have 

followed the lead of  Rabbi 

Akiva before you.”  

Rabbi Avram Tanzer

“This area was a farmland, struggling for a minyan. Since 

then, under the guidance of  our leader and educator Rabbi 

Suchard, the area has flourished into something great. It 

is today the centre of  Jewish life in Sandton, thanks to the 

pioneering spirit, creativity and innovation of  one man. We 

all need to ride on the coattails of  the righteous, and Rabbi 

Suchard has brought us to where we are.” Rabbi David Shaw



1966 
The first few Jewish families moved  
to Sandton. They thought of themselves 
as the “lost tribe” – there were not 
many Jews living “far out” in JHB North. 
 

1968
These young married couples, 

living mainly in Parkmore, 
approached the United Hebrew 
Congregation and Chief Rabbi 

Bernard Casper, ztz”l, to build a 
shul with educational facilities 
for them on the grounds of the 
Jewish Guild. (The Jewish Guild 
was a social club. In its heyday, 
they fielded a football side that 
came runners up in the South 

African cup competition.) 

1983
The Committee wanted to turn  
Rabbi Suchard’s house into the shul  
(the same house him and Rochel lived  
in for 46 years, until their retirement  
this year). But Rabbi Suchard convinced  
Gerald to build a Shul Hall (which is  
today our present Function Hall). 

The building of the hall cost R80 000, and 
Israel Bersohn Hall was officially opened. 
The Adjoining property was then acquired, 
at a cost of R60 000, to further expand the 
Sandton Shul campus.

1984
Minnie Bersohn 
Nursery School 
moved onto the 
Shul Property

Rabbi Suchard & Chief Rabbi Casper, ztz”l, at the opening of the Israel Bersohn Hall

1986
Rabbi Suchard 
appointed as Dayan 
at the Beth Din
 

1975 
The First Sandton

Synagogue Centre was 
opened under the presence 
of Chief Rabbi Casper, ztz”l.  
Beth Hamedrash Hagadol 

Sandton is officially 
established.

1982
Access to Jewish education was 
paramount for Rabbi Suchard. 
So, with the support of Gerald 

Leissner, a”h, the Chairman at the 
time, Rabbi Suchard approached 
the SA Board of Jewish Education 

to open King David Sandton. 

King David Sandton officially 
opened on the Shul property, 

before moving to its own property 
in Woodmead Springs.

1969
Sandown Hebrew 
Congregation was 

established, holding its first 
Friday night services in the 
dining room of the Jewish 
Guild Country Club, which 

existed for many years 
opposite our existing shul, 
in Rivonia Road (the Jewish 

Guild no longer exists). 
The name was changed to 

Sandown Synagogue Centre. 
This is the official start of 
Beth Hamedrash Hagadol 

Sandton.

ONCE UPON A TIME...
EVERY STORY STARTS SOMEWHERE...  
THIS IS OUR JOURNEY

1969 M Cohen

1970 A Broude

1971-72 J Stoch

1973 B Eistensten

1974-75 GGL Leissner

1976 R Meerowitz

1977-78 GGL Leissner

1979-80 B Eistensten

1981 AB Miller

1981-82 JH Romm

1983-85 R Peiser

1986-87 C Zimmerman

1988-89  R Peiser

1990-92 A Jacks

1993-95 BN Hummel

1996- Brian Joffe
2000

2001-04 Judge M Joffe

2005-09 Henry  
 Blumenthal

2010-13 Myron Berzack

2014-16 Greg Kinross

2017-18 Rabbi Warren  
 Strauss

SHUL CHAIRMEN 
THROUGH THE YEARS

We pay tribute to the 
passing of Basil Hummel, 

beloved Shamas of 
Sandton Shul from  
1996-2018 and Past 
Chairman 1993-1995

1972
The dream of the original members was 
realized when the present property (4.5 
acres) was purchased and a Building Fund 
was set up to build a structure that later 
became BHH Sandton Shul.

1973
Rabbi Suchard arrived in  
Sandton to find a community 
of 170 families, and a cheder of 
25 students. It was Chief Rabbi 
Casper, ztz”l, (Rabbi Suchard’s 
mentor in South Africa) who 
appealed to him to join this 
‘lost tribe’ as spiritual advisor 
and rabbi. Rabbi Suchard was 
appointed the Spiritual  
Leader of the Congregation. 

2014
Rabbi Suchard knew that what was needed to 
take Sandton into the future was a place for 
the youth; a space for them to be comfortable 
expressing themselves and their Judaism in a 
place of their own. So he, together with past-
President Greg Kinross, raised funds, and the 
Youth Centre was Built. 

2018
Rabbi Suchard inducted as  
Rabbi Emeritus of Sandton Shul.

Rabbi David Shaw appointed as Acting 
Head Rabbi of Sandton Shul.

1999
Official opening of the 

new Beth Hamedrash Hagadol 
Sandton as it stands today, 

supported by Shul President Brian 
Joffe (who served as President for 

five years from 1996 – 2000), David 
Kassel and Myron Berzack (who later 

served as President for four years 
from 2010 – 2013). The new Shul 

was opened in the presence of Chief 
Rabbi Cyril Harris, ztz”l. Sandton 

Shul, as we know it, is officially built.
The Shaws leave for Australia.1993

Rabbi Suchard brought out Rabbi Meir 
Posen, acclaimed world mikveh authority 
(who has subsequently worked on every 
single one of the mikvaot in South Africa, 
to consult on the project). The Shelley Lutrin 
Mikvah was opened on 7 November 1993, 
dedicated in loving memory of Shelley 
Lutrin by her family and sons.

1994
Rabbi David 
and Rebbetzin 
Renee Shaw join 
the Religious 
Leadership of 
Sandton Shul. 

1970
The Nursery School 
was established at the 
Jewish Guild under the supervision 
of Mrs Becky Joffe, with a total of 15 
children. It moved to the current Shul 
property at a later stage. The first 
Rosh Hashana/Yom Kippur Services 
took place in the lounge of the Jewish 
Guild Club House. It soon became too 
small and a marquee was set up to 
accommodate additional members.

1970
The first Barmitzvah is held! Brian Hurwitz 
(whose family was one of the early settlers 
in Rivonia) still attends BHH with his sons 
and grandchildren every Shabbas. 

Sources:
www.sandtonshul.co.za

http://www.jewishlife.co.za/new/2018/06/09/re-treading-for-the-miles-ahead/ By Chandrea Serebro

The Future Storytellers born to our 
community in 2018:  With gratitude 
to Hashem, 55 new babies were born 
to members in 2018, to PG continue 
our story into the future... 

2011
The Shaws return 

to Sandton Shul 
after 12 years in 

Australia. 



Our Sandton Shul Story in Pictures…

The next several pages will take you through  
5 decades of our collective memories; special moments 

that tell the story of our beautiful community

From the 1970’s 
– Present Day

All photos supplied by / or taken by 
anne brest photography



1985 BHH C
ommit e 

1986 Commit e 
1983

1983

1983 Milton Lutrin

1970

The 70s, 80s, 90s 

1983

1986 Rabbi Suchard, Lionel 
Karp, Nathan Gluck

1985 BHH C
ommit e 

1986 Commit e 

1983 Milton Lutrin

1970

The 70s, 80s, 90s 
1985

1991 David Ja  s Barmi

1986 BH
H San dt

on  Choi
r

1991 BHH San dton  Shul Choir

1986 Mock wedding Miltons Solomons, Dave Shevel, Arthur & Ivan Soloman

1983

1986 
1992 BHH Sandton Shul commite



1997 Youth Lead  
s

1993

1990 Gregory Brest & Rabbi Suchard

1997 Topsy1994 Rhona & Rob Berza

1993 Lionel Karp Rabbi Suchard Mel Kur Chazen  Nathan Gluck

1991 BHH Sandton 
Shul Commite

1997 Choir. Maish Preskow, Avron 

Alter, Evelyn Gren in front

1994Laurain & 
Chonnie Romm

1996 Commit e 

The 70s, 80s, 90s 

1997 Doug, A thon y, F  ns & 

1991 Ane Lapedus Brest,  Meira  

Hochman , Beryl Lutrin, Daphne Jas, 

Cheryl Sabin, Rebbetzen Rochel Suchard.

1997

1995 Commite

1999 The Shaws

1993 Rabbi Suchard &  
Chief Rabbi Harris

1994 Michelle & Avram Krengel

1993 Kevin, Dean, Daniel, Ian Lutrin.
1994 Jill & Dr. Ja Kussell



1999 Lionel & Bev Karp, Aat and Dave Shevel

1999 Lionel Gordon, Henry 
Blumenthal, Brian Joffe, 
Myron Berza, Jeff Girnun.

The 70s, 80s, 90s 
1993 Justin Jas, Greg Brest,
David Jas, Ian & Kevin Lutrin

Collet

1999 1999

1999 
The Blumenthals

Lionel Karp, 
David Shaw, Selwyn 

Traman

1999

Jeff Girnun  Bernard Gien

1998 The DIG new Shul 
Rabbi suchard, David 
Kassell, Brian Joffe 
and architect.

1999 Avron Alter and Brian Joffe

1998



CHAG SAMEACH 



2000’s



2000’s



Presentday





He’s a storyteller. An educator. A family man. He’s also a foodie &  

a comedian. But above all, he is a man of  heart. And he is our Rabbi. 

This is his story. 

STORYTELLING 
WITH THE SHAWS

In his 1964 Nursery School Report, 

four-year-old David Shaw is described 

as being “accepted and liked by all the 

children, who are, in turn, enthralled 

and terrified by the figments of  his 

imagination (which at times, frighten 

him too)… he can never hear enough of  

stories and feels defrauded if  he does not 

hear at least one per day.”

It is said that storytellers have “as 

profound a purpose as any who are 

charged to guide and transform human 

lives”.  It’s no wonder then that so many 

Rabbonim possess the sacred art of  

storytelling. And Rabbi David Shaw is 

no exception. 

STORYTELLING WITH THE SHAWS

The Making of  a Rabbi

CHAPTER 1
“He just wants to help people. To make a difference 
in people’s lives”, says Rebbetzin Shaw. 

“Building people has been my passion. It sounds 
kitsch but I love my job – it’s even nicer than what 
Michelangelo did; he got to sculpt people out of 
stone, I get to sculpt people out of people.” 

 ur story begins with four-year-old David   
 Shaw. Already in his 1964 Nursery School 
Report, Rabbi Shaw was described as a “confident 
child with a colourful personality… a lover of words 
and story time… David is accepted and liked by 
all the children, who are, in turn, enthralled and 
terrified by the figments of his imagination (which 
at times, frighten him too)… he can never hear 
enough of stories and feels defrauded if he does 
not hear at least one per day.” 

So it comes as no surprise then that Rabbi Shaw 
is a powerful orator with the ability to capture our 
hearts and souls whenever he is up on the Bima 
(clearly it’s a trait he got from his beloved mother of 
blessed memory, who won the world speech contest 
from over 40 countries as Toast Mistress when 
David was a youngster). 

David wanted to be a Rabbi from the age of six. He 
grew up on the pulpit of Sydenham Shul (where his 
mother served as Chairlady for 15 years). “I used 
to sit directly in front of the Rabbi, I was their little 
errand boy. And I felt terribly important.” He loved 
singing as a child – he joined the Sydenham shul 
choir when he was eleven (in that same Nursery 
School Report, his teacher says he loved ring-time, 
“David participates boisterously, and sometimes 
gets carried away”). 

After high school, at age 17, David went to Yeshiva 
in Israel, but his father passed shortly thereafter and 
he returned to South Africa in 1978, where he studied 
law. During his Kollel years, David was eager to start 
reaching people. “I love learning Torah and teaching 

Torah. But I wanted to be a “street fighter”… My friends 
remained in Yeshiva - I went into the streets to try 
make a difference. I love people, I really love people”. 

And so that is what he did, and has continued to do 
throughout his story…

O

A Love Story

CHAPTER 2

O f all the stories we tell, it’s the    
 enchantingly romantic ones we love best. 
And the Shaws have a pretty good story when it 
comes to how they met. 

David and Renee (née Seider) met serendipitously in 
1986. Their story has several threads that ultimately 
brought them together.



STORYTELLING WITH THE SHAWS

Rabbi Shaw used to walk past Renee’s house every 
single Shabbas. They never really crossed paths 
though and it wasn’t until David’s army years that 
the first thread of their story began to unfold… over 
a Shabbat dinner in Cape Town. Rabbi Shaw (who 
was now serving as a Chaplain in the South African 
Army) had arranged a Shabbaton for his fellow 
yiddin soldiers in Arthur’s Road. A lady (one of the 
frew frum people in CT at the time) came up to him, 
and boldly announced that he absolutely HAD to 
meet her niece. As fate would have it, it turned out 
that this woman was not only related to Renee, she 
was in fact related to David too; her first husband 
was a relative of the Shaws, her second husband 
was Renee’s Uncle! 

They didn’t actually meet as David reported back 
to duty, staying on for camps at the border and 
constantly travelling. As Pesach of 1986 approached, 
no leave was granted to the Jewish soldiers. A group 
of guys went to see the Commanding Officer – but it 
was Rabbi Shaw who succeeded in getting the leave 
approved. One of the frum Army doctors, who had 
witnessed David’s masterful communication skills, 
called up his sister and said, “I’ve just found the guy 
you’re going to marry”. The doctor was Renee’s 
brother (Dr Russel Seider). 

They finally connected at a mutual friend’s wedding. 
But Renee didn’t pay young Rabbi Shaw much 
attention – she pretty much ignored him for the rest 
of the evening. A couple weeks later, on his weekly 
Shabbas walk to shul, he passed Renee’s house as 
he did every other week. This time though, Renee 
happened to come out. He teased her for having 
neglected him at the wedding… the connection had 
officially sparked. 

And so the final thread of their love story came 
together when a mutual friend, having heard via 
the grapevine that they indeed liked each other, 
invited them for coffee (it happened to be David’s 
birthday). He was fresh out the army, working two 
jobs as the Chazzan of Victory Park and the Head of 
Jewish Studies at Carmel College. David asked her 

out and took Renee on their fist date, where he paid 
R58 for a three-course meal… they spoke through 
the night. “I knew after two days”, says Renee. Four 
dates later, in June 1986, David proposed and they 
were married in August. 

With Hashem’s blessing, they’ve been living Happily 
Ever After since then (32 years!) and have been 
blessed with two children, Avigail (25) & Rafi (20), 
and three grandchildren; Tziporah (4.5 years old), 
Moshe (3 years old) and Devorah (one). Avigail lives 
in Glenhazel with her husband and three kids. Rafi 
is in Israel, studying at a Yeshiva in Har Nof. 

STORYTELLING WITH THE SHAWS

A Page Out Of  Renee’s Book

CHAPTER 4

 ne can take a page out of Renee’s book when 
it comes to building a bayit ne’eman b’Yisrael. 

“I’ve never seen anyone honour their parents 
like Renee does hers. It’s like you read in the 
storybooks”, says Rabbi Shaw. 

Rabbi Shaw speaks of Renee’s parents with the 
utmost kavod, “Renee and I had great teachers. 
Renee’s father, of blessed memory, was a straight, 
ethical and honest man. After his passing, we found 
a book he had written on Derech Eretz, but had 
never published”. 

“My mother was an incredible teacher of what 
is needed to build a Jewish home. My dream has 

O

From Sandton, To Sandton

CHAPTER 3

 avid and Renee started off their early-  
married life in Victory Park (many renowned local 
Rabbis come from the Rabbinical Program that 
Rabbi Shaw lead during his time at VP). They then 
moved to Keter Torah in Sydenham, where Rabbi 
Shaw worked as Menahel, under Rabbi David Lapin. 
During the early 90’s, Rabbi Shaw served as the 
Registrar of the JSUP (Jewish Students University 
Program… interesting side fact: 19 shidduchim 
came out of JSUP during its time). 

The Shaws then joined Sandton Shul in 1994, 
setting up home in the bayit, and running the 
alternate minyan and shabbatons. Rabbi Shaw was 
the Director of Informal Education at the DIJE at 
this time. They spent the next five years as part of 
the Sandton Shul family. 

In 1999 however, Rabbi Shaw was offered an 
incredible job opportunity in Australia, as Director 
of Informal Jewish Education at the Mount Moriah 
War Memorial College in Sydney. And so they 
moved down under, with their two young children 
(Avigail was five, Rafi was a year old). 

They spent a total of 12 years in Australia. During 
their last two years there, Rabbi Shaw was Dean 
of the JLC (Jewish Learning Centre), while Renee 
taught kids with learning difficulties. During this 
time, Rabbi Shaw also served as Spiritual Head of 
March of the Living – leading over a dozen tours to 
Poland and Israel. 

In 2011, just before Rafi’s Barmitzvah, the Shaw 
family returned to firmly plant their roots at 
Sandton Shul. And as they say, the rest is history. 

D

“When things happen in the community, that 
we don’t know about, it’s like a dent in my soul.”



STORYTELLING WITH THE SHAWS

A Foodie. A Comedian And A 
Book-A-Holic. 

CHAPTER 5

 ake a good book, throw in some “biltong 
and Pepsi Max”, and you’ve found the way to Rabbi 
Shaw’s heart. 

“Had I not been a Rabbi, I would’ve liked to be a 
Professor of Sociology. I love reading management 
books, psychology and psychiatry books. Torah books. 
I try read a book a day. The only fiction I’ve read in 
the last 20 years was the Harry Potter series”. 

Rabbi Shaw admits to having a good sense of 
humour (“although sometimes only I appreciate 
it”). He is a self-attested foodie; his mother was an 
outstanding cook and the love of hearty food has 
stuck ever since (he claims he could’ve been Italian 
in a past life). He estimates that he has lost more 
than 1000 kilos in his life. When asked if he’s always 

T

always been to be a good wife. A good mother. A 
good homemaker. You have to know what values 
matter”, explains Renee. And that’s clear-cut for 
Rabbi Shaw too, “The most important things in my 
life are G-d, my family and my community”. 

Before married life, Renee had a severe case of 
the travel bug (she admits that she is a traveler at 
heart). She traveled whenever she could, going on 
different youth tours and Contikis. From Scotland to 
Paris, she showed herself the world. And then she 
followed her other dream, to be a homemaker. 

The Shaws entered into their marriage with 
everything they needed, because Renee had started 
putting away a trousseau as a little girl. And 
she never lost her love of collecting. For anyone 
who has been to their home, you will marvel at 
Renee’s magical museum of miniature treasures 
and trinkets. “I feel like a giant living in Renee’s 
miniature world… they hear me coming to get my 
midnight nush”, laughs Rabbi Shaw. 

Rebbetzin Shaw prefers to do things behind the 
scenes, and while she may not shout it from the 
rooftops, she is a warm, creative and hospitable 
people’s person. Renee estimates that they’ve 
hosted well over 20 000 Shabbas guests over the 
years and she’s taught almost 1 000 brides in her 
25 years as a Kallah teacher. She is the Supervisor 
of Secular Studies from Grade 1- Grade 12 at the 
JHB Cheder Girl’s School. 

Renee runs everything in their home, from the 
bills to the baking. “Our lives are busy, but with 
good things.” As for being a Grandmother, 
“Grandchildren opened up a whole new world of 
love. It’s the best gift Hashem ever gives you”. 

“I never stopped my husband from reaching his 
potential, a man is as a successful as his wife allows 
him to be - that’s my motto. And I just love Torah. 
I’m a simple Yid, content to be a wife, a mother, 
a grandmother, a homemaker. Just to be a good 
Torah Yid.” 

STORYTELLING WITH THE SHAWS

“I think the people here are incredibly unique… It’s 
the mixture of people that I love, from the deeply 
religious, to the mildly religious, to not at all.” 
Where do you want to take the Shul under your 
Rabbinic Leadership?

“I have one aim: to make the Shul a happy place. 
That everyone who comes into the Shul, no matter 
their level of observance, will feel welcome and 
drawn to the Shul. I want everyone to feel like this 
is their place. I think the Shul is on a good path… 
there is real wisdom and real soul searching, 
looking for a vision. There is a real yearning and a 
desire to create a vision which will speak to almost 
anybody, if not everybody. We have really smart 
guys driving the Shul, who really care.” 

Rebbetzin Shaw, what do you want the community 
to know?

“For people to know that the Shul is their home, 
and to see David and I as being there for them. To 
know that our door is open. I might not stand on 
the pulpit every week but I want everyone to know 
that our Shul is a comfortable place for them to 
dwell. I want people to know my door is open. I’m 
not “out there”, but I’m here to learn, to counsel, to 
guide. And I want people to come and tell me what 
they need. I’m happy to share whatever knowledge 
I may have. That’s what I want to do”.  

Sandton Shul’s Future Story… 

CHAPTER 6

been a foodie, the inner comedian kicks in, “Only 
since I was born”. When asked how he likes his 
steak, “Very big”. 

The one motto he lives by? “To use my G-d given 
talents in the service of my G-d, my family and my 
people”. For Rabbi Shaw, the most meaningful 
thing about being a Rabbi is getting to be there 
for people and their families during the transition 
between life and death. 

“David is fiercely loyal. He gives 100% of himself to 
community”, says Renee. In his entire lifetime (from 
childhood through to present day), he has missed 
maybe five shabbases where he hasn’t been in shul. 
“He is an incredibly dedicated human being; he puts 
his life and soul into what he does”. 

 love Sandton Shul, if I wasn’t the Rabbi 
here, I would have given up and done something 
different. There is nowhere else I wanted to be. 
When things happen in the community, that we 
don’t know about, it’s like a dent in my soul.” 

Why Sandton Shul?

“I







Our Travel Stories 
Two Tours to Israel , insp ir ing the women of Sandton Shul:
Tzipi Orkin’s group in March 2018, on Momentum by JWRP (Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project) 
Sharnee Treger’s group in August 2018, on Soul Waze by Soulfull Tours (run by Lara Weinberg)

“So hard to explain the feeling you get from this tour! It’s a fullness, 
it’s the deep breathe you couldn’t take before, it’s peaceful, it’s 
home for your heart! Life! Your Soul! Everything! It just makes 
perfect, beautiful sense.” Toni Tucker, Soul Waze 2018

“A soul fulfilling retreat. An experience hard to put into words 
and one that I feel so grateful and lucky to have experienced. 
Memories made, life lessons learnt and connections to last a 
lifetime.” Jann Barron, Soul Waze 2018

“It was an absolute privilege to feed my soul over this  
short yet most impactful experience! And even more so,  
I’ve realised that with this special group of women, my 

soul continues to be sustained in the most meaningful way!” 
Lara Duveen, Soul Waze 2018

“It was a great privilege being in Israel at such a momentous 
time with a wonderful group of women and participating in 
the most incredible programme with  
every possible detail addressed. This was truly an experience 
to be cherished.” Megan Zetzer, Soul Waze 2018

“My time in Israel was truly life changing! The tour was  
like a health spa for the soul, full of deep insightful moments, 
establishing true connections with amazing women, 
opportunities to listen to some of the Jewish world’s best 
speakers. It was an absolute privilege to  
be part of Soul Waze.” Talia Hirschowitz, Soul Waze 2018

Sandton Shul’s Soul Waze  2018 Group: 
Sharne Treger (Group 
Lead) 
Kaili Croock
Adrea Orlin
Kerri Girnun
Megan Zetzer
Talia Hirschowitz

Jann Barron
Lara Duveen
Toni Tucker
Zara Pamensky
Taryn Winer
Shana Scop
Claire Friedman
Taryn Treisman
Lorene Debasc

Travel Stories from Sandton Shul’s  

JWRP Leader, Tzipi OrkinThere we were. A group of 10 women, connected to a group of  

600, just like ourselves, from South Africa, Australia, America,  

Greece and South America. There to touch, see and feel the land,  

our Heritage and our Torah.The Jewish Spirit is indomitable. We saw the Land of Israel where  

lush Palm tree orchards of green sprout up in the middle of the desert  

on the way to Yam HaMelach (The Dead Sea). We saw the innovation  

and drive of the Jewish People to succeed and how we look to the future.  

We visited the Innovation Centre in Tel Aviv; we saw the most start-up 

companies per capita in the world; and the brilliance of the Jewish mind  

and business world. We can literally make water out of air!  

We experienced Shabbos in Yerushalayim. 
We went to the Holy City of Tsfat, where we meditated with a ‘woman in 

white’, an apparition of Kedusha (holiness). We learnt Torah, a special kind  

of Women’s Torah. It is alive in each and every one of us: as wives, mothers, 

friends and as members of a community. We learnt and experienced  

the power of prayer, we learnt about the dignity of being a Jewish woman. 

Hashem brought us together as semi strangers and we bonded as sisters,  

as part of something much bigger than ourselves.

#itstartswiththewoman

“Of all the books in the world, 

the best stories are fou
nd between 

the pages of a pas
sport” 

Sandton Shul’s  
JWRP 2018 Group:
Tzipi Orkin (Group Leader) 
Robyn Raphaely
Dore Cohen
Teri Solomon
Ursula  Levitt
Taryn  Favis
Daniella Frank
Sandra Luntz
Tali Postan
Nicci Cook



John Radford, the project’s 
architect, explains the vision 
behind the renovation:

“The amenities were long overdue for an 
upgrade. We saw light as a very important 
part of the end product… we wanted to 
move away from the poorly lit foyer and it’s 
dull brown and beige tones, to a brighter 
and whiter space. The vision was to create 
a clean and crisp foyer, so we introduced 
LED fittings and mounted wall lights to 
dramatically lift and lighten the environment. 

As for the hall, I wanted to create a 
backdrop for an event; the hall is meant 
to be a canvas, whereas the event is the 
painting itself. We therefore selected a pallet 
of neutral colours in the black and grey 
spectrum, which can blend into any colour 
scheme that is needed. 

By upgrading the acoustic panels, we created 
an architectural feature. We also added LED 
changeable light fittings to the roof, so that 
the ceiling can now be washed with a colour 
to blend with any décor theme. If you want 
pink, you can have pink! 

As for the toilet facilities, we wanted a 
modern and sophisticated design. The 
toilets now feel as if they befit the rest of 
the function area; it’s part of the space 
as opposed to being an unpleasant 
afterthought. 

2018 
RENOVATIONS

Our function hall tells a story of its own… These walls have 
played host to thousands of stories, with many, many 
“Happily Ever Afters”. Here’s to all the stories it is yet to tell… 
we look forward to hosting your future simchas & functions. 

Rabbi Strauss and Trevor Girnun were 
incredibly supportive throughout, they 
allowed me the flexibility to reach the 
end vision. 

The project has succeeded in achieving 
our expectations, and hopefully 
provides the community with facilities 
that they are receptive to using for the 
next 20 years of simcha celebrations.” 

PROUDLY INTRODUCING 
CATERING BY RIVA

We are pleased to announce that 
Catering by Riva has been appointed 
as the new exclusive caterer for the 
BHH Sandton campus, including our 
newly renovated function hall.

With 28 years in the fine food  
industry and 16 years under the 
auspices of the Johannesburg Beth 
Din, Catering by Riva has become 
synonymous within the Kosher 
catering industry in Johannesburg. 
Each menu is artistically designed 
to meet every client’s requirements, 
bringing a personal & elegant 
touch to every function, big or 
small. Delicious, tasty and creative 
food excellence is Riva’s menu to 
perfection. Truly a paradigm shift in 
culinary taste. Riva’s inspiration and 
love of cooking is inspired by her 
Mother of blessed memory.

We look forward to providing you 
with all your function and catering 
requirements. 

Contact
Riva or Joel Smookler 
011-786-7940
flaxr@telkomsa.net 



BAK UP
PLUMBING

Wishing you all a Chag Sameach 
& a Shana TovahWishing you a 

happy & blessed 
New Year!

Shana Tova

WISHING THE SPECIAL  
SANDTON COMMUNITY

A SWEET & SUCCESSFUL YEAR

www.incisivesolutions.co.za



In February 2018 a couple who hold dual SA citizenship were 
kidnapped and murdered in KwaZulu-Natal by suspected ISIS loyalists 
and in May and June two mosques in KwaZulu-Natal and the Western 
Cape were targeted in deadly suspected terror attacks. While 
several suspects have been arrested in the kidnapping and murder 
case, none have been apprehended for the mosque attacks and the 
motives have not yet been established. These attacks have confirmed 
what we have known for a very long time – that South Africa is 
unfortunately not immune to terrorism.

For many years, thousands of men and women, young and old, in 
the South African Jewish community have volunteered to undergo 
awareness and protection training by the CSO in order to protect 
Jewish Life and the Jewish Way of Life. However, there are still many 
who have not; many who think that someone else will do it; many 
who believe that they are too busy or too old. The truth is that we 
each have a responsibility to share this burden – even if it means 
simply attending a short once-off security awareness course.

The next time you attend shul, drop your children at school, eat at a 
kosher restaurant or attend a communal function, spare a thought 
for your fellow community members who have volunteered to protect 
you. Then, go out and join them in whatever capacity you can!

While many of you reading this article are likely already volunteers at 
one or more of the many wonderful communal organisations within 
our South African Jewish community, attending a CSO course does 
not mean having to dedicate any additional time to the organisation. 
What it does mean however is that your level of awareness will 
improve and you will thus be able to better protect yourself and 
your family and to assist the community both in preventing attacks 
against it and dealing with them if G-d forbid they do occur.

The BHH Sandton Shul security team, together with the CSO, Mantis 
and other resources will continue, B’Ezrat HaShem, to ensure your 
safety and well-being while attending shul and we look forward to 
you joining us soon.

May you and your families enjoy a safe and meaningful year ahead.

Head of Security
BHH Sandton Shul

Between January and 
August 2018 there were 
830 terror attacks around 
the world resulting in 
over 4,500 fatalities and 
thousands of wounded. 
Most of these attacks 
took place in Central and 
North Africa, Europe and 
the Middle East but South 
Africa was seemingly  
not spared.

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

NUMBER 
086 18 000 18

SECURITY AT BHH 
SANDTON SHUL

HE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF SECURITY

To enquire about security 
awareness and training  
courses, simply send an email  
to the BHH office or CSO on:  
jhbtraining@cso.org.za

PLEASE REPORT ALL 
SUSPICIOUS PEOPLE, OBJECTS 
AND VEHICLES IN AND AROUND 
OUR JEWISH INSTALLATIONS TO 
THE CSO ON: 086 18 000 18

WELCOME TO DANIEL TUCKER

Daniel has been appointed as the new 
Musical Director of Sandton Shul. He 
will work closely with Chazan Alter to 

implement a rejuvenated and fresh new 
sound during our shul services. He is 

responsible to arrange new musical pieces, 
train the choir and jointly conduct the 

services with Maish Preskow. We hope 
that he will be a source of inspiration and 

upliftment during our services.

 

WELCOME TO SHIRI SUBOTZKY
 

You may have noticed the improvements 
in the accounts department these past 
few months. That’s because we have 
a new Finance Manager who is on the 

ball, efficient and on top of the numbers… 
Welcome to Shiri Subotzky!  

Account queries can be sent to  
shiri@sandtonshul.co.za 

BROCHA DUTY
There is a scheduled weekly roster for 

Brocha Duty. We invite and encourage all 
ladies in the community to get involved and 

lend a hand. To be added to the monthly 
roster, contact Kirsty Ross 083 391 9600

 

THE SHAWS  
ARE HERE FOR EVERYONE…

 
Got a Halachic Question…  

Ask Rabbi Shaw 072 696 6535

Any women looking to learn one-on-one 
or in a small group, Rebbetzin Shaw’s 

door is open 0713579607

VISITING THE SICK - BIKKUR CHOLIM

Sandton Shul’s Angels of Chesed, Nechame Sacks 
and Debbie Gien, visit patients at Morningside 

Clinic and Sunninghill hospital on a weekly basis. 
To volunteer for this magnificent mitzvah,  

contact Nechame   
(082 496 4909) or Debbie (083 326 3236)

SHABBAS MORNING 
KIDDUSH & BROCHA

We have 4 menus to choose from, ranging in 
price from R13 200 - R19 700 

All Brocha Bookings must be made through 
Harelle 011 883 4210 / 

functions@sandtonshul.co.za

WEEKLY 
SHABBAS LINEUP 
FOR THE YOUTH

Kiddie’s Service 
2 years - Grade 5

Friday night 
6:15pm – 7: 00pm

Shabbas day 
10am – 11:00am

High school
Friday night: 

Biltong Kiddush
Shabbas day: 
Sushi Brocha



Open Sunday – Thursday after Tefillah time

Saturday nights one hour after Shabbas

Friday night and Yom Tov by appointment only

Lynda Romaine 083 266 8149

Come and experience the 
luxurious serenity & spiritual warmth of our 

recently renovated and magnificent Shelley Lutrin Mikveh



Shana Tova from the Laffer Family

In loving memory of our cousin Julian 
Oschry. Judy & Menachem Mandelbrot 
(Israel)

Shanah Tovah U’metukah. Love 
Jonathan, Michal, Mia & Aliza

We wish the Rabbi, his Wife and 
Family, the Committee and Members 
of the Shul Shana Tova, a Happy 
and Healthy New Year. From Gertie & 
Ronny Silbermann

  Lapedus Brest family 
& anne brest photography 

Shana Tova U’metuka! Love Bradley & 
Hayley Yudelowitz & kids

Wishing a beautiful & blessed New 
Year to all. Love the Smith family

Wishing the Sandton Shul community 
Shana Tova and a healthy, peaceful 
and prosperous year. Much love 
Mervyn, Diane Mittel and Family

  Best Wishes for a 
healthy, happy and peaceful year. 
Love Phyllis Shein and family

Good Yomtov from Stan & Ava Smookler 
& family

Wishing you an unbelievable 5779. 
Love the Schapiros

Shanah Tovah U’metuka, Ivor & Lesley 
Sacks

Hashem’s sweetest blessings to you 
and your family. Shana Tova. Rabbi 
David and Renee Shaw

Shana Tova Umetuka! From Terence, 
Danielle, Arianne and Alissa Kirkel

Best wishes from Sheli and Jonathan 
Schlosberg and family

Trevor Girnun and family wish the 
Sandton Shul community a Shana Tova 
U’metuka

Mark Scop and family wish the 
Sandton Shul community a Shana Tova 
U’metuka

Shana Tova to our special 
congregation! Ari, Danit, Ella  
& Aaron

Wishing the community a year filled 
with peace, happiness & health.  
Love the Wapnick family

Wishing the Rabbis and their 
families and the congregation a 
Shana Tova U’metuka from Neville and 
Shirley Soll

Wishing all a sweet, healthy, 
inspiring New Year. Shana Tova! Love 
Mark and Tanya Matisonn & family

All our love, Brendan, Kirsty, Amber 
& Georgia Ross הבוט הנש

Shana Tova U’Metuka. With love, the 
Alter family

Shana Tova from Della, David, Joshua 
& Jason Lawrence

Shana Tova! Love the Nestadts

Shana Tova. Love the Ginsberg family

Shana Tovah from Dave and Minette 
Suchard

A good and sweet year from Milton 
and Beryl Lutrin

Be blessed with a good and sweet 
year. Mel and Sharon Kur

Only good things for all for the year 
ahead. Barry, Chantal and family

Shanah Tovah Umetukah. Best wishes 
for a healthy, sweet year. Love Jill 
Bress and family

L’shana Tova U’metukah. Love Martin 
& Babette Strauss

Chag Sameach! Love the Zetzer family

Warren Strauss and family wish the 
Sandton Shul community a Shana Tova 
U’metuka

Shana Tova and well over the Fast. 
From Robert, Hayley, Raquel and 
Natania Gecelter.

A good & sweet year, from the Krosts

Wishing our children, grandchildren, 
family and friends near and far a 
very happy and healthy New Year and 
well over the Fast. Mervyn and Joan 
Simon

A good and sweet year, Pakter family

Shana Tova to the entire Sandton 
Shul community. Jaye, Justin, Jordan 
and Eden Jacks

Shanah Tova U’Metukah, Love Issy 
Perelson

Best wishes for a Happy, Healthy and 
Sweet New Year

Wishing you and your loved ones a 
very Good Yomtov from the Mondschein 
Family

Shana Tova U’Metuka! With love 
Mervyn and Marion Brivik & family

Wishing this very special community 
Chag Sameach. All our love, Martin, 
Kaili, Asher & Lev Croock

Wishing all our family and friends a 
Shana Tova! Zoe and Steven Blend and 
family

Shana Tova U’Metuka! Love the 
Danilowitz family

Shanah Tova to our beautiful shul 
community! Love Grant, Tessa & Sofia

Selwyn Trakman & family wish the 
Sandton Shul community a Shana Tova 
U’metuka

In a world where we can be anything, 
let’s be kind. G-d Bless, The Shevel 
Clan

         Love, Shareen, 
Jayden,Tyler and Brennan Richter

Shana Tova! Love the Blumenthal 
family

Shana Tova! Jeff & Robyn Girnun and 
Family

Shana Tova from Jarrod & Claire 
Friedman & Family

May we all be sealed for a good year. 
Love Wayne, Dani & Jacob Silbermann

Wishing our community only good 
things for the New Year. All our 
love, Ian, Natalie, Talya and Liat 
Lutrin

Shana Tova from the Wasserman family

Shana Tova! Love Ryan, Jess & Ellie 
Berman

Shanah Tovah! John, Robyn, Meah and 
Maxem Radford

  Avrom and Michelle 
Krengel and family

Wishing all our friends and family 
Shana Tova, a happy sweet year & 
well over the fast! Maurice, Glynn, 
Micael, Gabi and Dina Zollmann

  John Hyde and Family 

Shana tovah Umetukah with best 
wishes Stan, Gayle, Greg and Jonty 
Landau

  Love Mark & Belinda 
Kaplan and family

  Shirley and Selwyn 
Farber

  Joel and Sandy Levin 
& Family

It’s because of you, our members, 
that we have a story to tell. 

Thank you for filling the pages of our tale. 

What’s your story?

  Love Daniel and 
Taryn Treisman & family

  Love the Chazen 
family

 
Love Justin & Jenna Blend  
   
  Love Marc, Calli 
and Edin Oz

 
Love Nick & Natalie Goldberg  
 
Love Saul & Inna

  Love Brad, Kerry, 
Sienna & Kesia Silbermann

  Dean & Chana Marcus 

  Aubrey and Eleanor 
Girnun

  Alan and Roma 
Abrahamson

Shana Tova umetuka. From Les and 
Lynn Shein

Best wishes from Solly & Adrienne 
Gross

Shana Tova to the community, from 
Maish and Glenda Preskow

Wishing you all a Shana Tova - Ethel 
Gutenberg and family

Shana Tova to all - Bernice & Louis 
Ichikowitz and family

May H” grant us all a peaceful, 
happy healthy New Year, Shana Tova - 
Rodney, Shana, Tori & Miya Ichikowitz

  Howard & Natalie 
Shankman & Family

  Dean & Chana Marcus

Wishing everyone Shana Tova, a happy 
sweet year & well over the fast! 
Richard, Dionne, Joseph, Sophia and 
Aryeh Mincer

  Selwyn and Judy 
Burstein

Wishing the entire Community a Shana 
Tova Mtuka form Dave and Bev Britany

Kevin, Jade, Adam, Saul and Josh 
Mondschein

Best wishes for Yomtov, from the 
Shain family

  Roy & Annette Stoler

  Peter & Renee 
Michaelis and family

Shana Tova, with love from Oren, 
Andi, Jordan, Asher and Liam Meyers

Warmest wishes for a beautiful 
and blessed year from Lynette and 
Stephen Goldberg and family

Shana Tova! Love Harold and Aileen 
Zinman

Shana Tova! From Sam Leon and 
family



The Stories we’ve 
Told This Year



Time Table For 
High Holydays 5779 / 2018

Erev Yom Kippur - Tues 18 Sept
Mincha 14h30

Fast commences & candle lighting 17h44
Kol Nidre  

18h00 - Service ends (approx) 21h00
Yom Kippur - Wed 19 Sept 

Shacharit 07h45
Torah Reading 10h00

Sermon 11h00
Yiskor 11h30

Mussaf 12h00
Mincha 15h45
Neilah 17h00

Fast ends (Ma’ariv and Shofar) 18h34

*Not earlier than, and from an existing flame
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1st night Rosh Hashanah 

- Sun 9 Sept
Mincha 17h40

Candle Lighting 17h40

Ma’ariv 18h00

1st Day Rosh Hashanah 

- Mon 10 Sept 
Shacharit 07h30

Torah Reading 09h00

Sermon 10h00
Shofar 10h15
Mussaf 10h30

Conclusion of service 

(approx) 13h15

2nd Night Rosh Hashanah 
- Mon 10 Sept
Mincha 17h40
Ma’ariv 18h00

Candle Lighting * 18h30
2nd Day Rosh Hashanah 

- Tues 11 Sept
Shacharit 07h30

Torah Reading 09h00
Sermon 10h00
Shofar 10h15
Mussaf 10h30

Conclusion of service (approx)13h15
Mincha 17h40

Chag ends 18h30

Fast of Gedalia 
- Wed 12 Sept 
Fast Begins 05h01
Fast Ends 18h17

Shabbat Shuva 
- Fri 14 Sept

Candle lighting 17h42
Mincha 17h40
Ma’ariv 18h00

Shabbat Shuva 
- Sat 15 Sept  
Shacharit 08h15

Shabbat ends 18h32

1st Night Sukkot 

- Sun 23 Sept  

Candle lighting 17h46

Mincha 17h50

Ma’ariv 18h00

1st Day Sukkot  

- Mon 24 Sept

Shacharit 08h15

Simchat Torah 
- Mon 1 Oct 
Ma’ariv 18h00

Candle lighting* 18h39
 Simchat Torah 

- Tue 2 Oct
Shacharit 08h00
Chag ends 18h39

2nd Night Sukkot- Mon 24 Sept 
Mincha 17h50
Ma’ariv 18h00Candle lighting for 2nd Day* 18h362nd Day Sukkot - Tues 25 Sept 

Shacharit 08h15
Mincha 17h50

Chag Ends 18h36

Shabbat - Chol Hamoed 
- Fri 28 Sept 

Candle Lighting 17h48
Mincha 17h50
Ma’ariv 18h00

Shabbat Chol Hamoed 
- Sat 29 Sept 
Shacharit 08h15
Mincha 17h20

Shabbat ends 18h38

Hoshana Raba 
- Sun 30 Sept

  
Shemini Atzeret 
- Sun 30 Sept  
Mincha 17h45

Candle lighting 17h49
Ma’ariv 18h00

Shacharit 08h15
Service includes Yiskor  

Between 10h00 - 10h30
Mincha 17h50



May the wonderful community 
of Sandton Shul be inscribed 

and sealed for a good year in the Book of Life

Thank you for being our greatest storytellers. 
Without each and every one of you, our pages would be empty.

And they all lived happily ever after. . .




