
So... What’s Nu ? 

Welcome! 
Sandton Shul welcomes Rabbi Yehuda 
and Rebbetzin Estee Stern and family, 

who are spending Shabbos with us 

Mazeltov! 

Weddings 
Tammy daughter of Jonathan and Sheli 
Schlosberg on her recent marriage to 

Adam Weinstock  

General 
Maurice Hockman on the occasion of his 

70th Birthday 

SOMETHING HAPPENING IN YOUR 
FAMILY???? 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SHUL OFFICE 

Brocha 
Are you celebrating a Simcha or would 

like to honour a loved one? 
Please consider sponsoring the Brocha / 

or any amount towards the Brocha. 
Please contact Harelle in the office on 

011 8834210 or 
functions@sandtonshul.co.za to make 

arrangements 

Blood Drive 
The next Blood Drive will be held on 11 

February at Manor Medical Centre, 
Kelvin Drive, Gallo Manor 

Time: 09h00 to 14h00 
Help someone live a life filled with joy 

and hope! 

Our Sandton Jolly Seniors 
Club 

Join Rabbi Shaw every Wednesday 
morning for a fun filled inspirational 

morning! 
BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 

Time: 10h00 
Venue: Games Room 

Davening Times 
Shacharit 

Monday and Thursday – 06h00 & 06h45 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday – 06h15 

& 06h45  
Sundays and Public Holidays – 07h00  

 Mincha – 18h15 

Rosh Chodesh / Fast Day / Chol 
Hamoed 

1st Minyan – Davening will commence a 
05h45 throughout the week 

2nd Minyan – Davening will commence 
at 06h30 throughout the week 

Got a Halachic Question 
Need a quick question? 

Sms or Whatsapp Rabbi David Shaw on 
072 6966535 or e-mail 

davidshaw@sandtonshul.co.za 

SECURITY 

CSO Security / Medical Emergency & 
Information Number: 086 18 000 18 

Edited by Rabbi Suchard 
Published by Sandton Shul 

Telephone No: 011 8834210 
E-Mail:

sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za 

The Power of a People 
By Shraga Sherman 

This week, we get to the miraculous splitting of the Red Sea — a miracle that took place as the Children 

of Israel were presented with a very difficult situation. The waters raged in front of them; their Egyptian 

oppressors were bearing down on them from behind. To everyone's amazement, the sea suddenly split 

before their eyes. While the people crossed over, the normally flowing waters stood still like a wall of 

protection for the nation of Israel. 

Why did the Jews deserve to be saved in such an awesome manner? 

The Sages tell us that it was because of the children. The Talmud records that the children who went out of 

Egypt were the first to recognize G-d. This is a puzzling statement. After all, together with the nation that 

left Egypt were the great spiritual giants: Moses, Joshua and all the elders of Israel. Yet they were not the 

first ones to recognize G-d; it was specifically the children — children born and raised in the midst of 

Egyptian oppression. Nevertheless, they received a fitting and proper education, resulting in their being 

first to recognize G-d. The Torah even hints that they were able to point with their finger, saying, "This is my 

G-d, and I will glorify Him."

Education and Guidance 

With the splitting of the Red Sea, a special occurrence happened. Not only was the obstacle removed, it was 

transformed into a wall of protection for the Jewish people, as the verse states: "And the waters were for 

them a wall to their right and to their left."3 

This tremendous event of transformation was also due to the children. When a child knows that the only 

true existence is one of holiness, he or she can feel in a very sincere, simplistic, and natural way that nothing 

is able to interfere with, and disrupt, the pursuit of fulfilling the will of G-d. 
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Thus, in effect, there are no obstacles. 

Not only during the Exodus from Egypt was the Jewish nation in need of a supernatural event. In every 

generation, we are constantly in need of miracles; as the sages tell us, the Jewish people are compared to a 

"lamb amongst 70 wolves." 

The whole foundation of our existence is in essence supernatural, a type of constant, ongoing miracle. The 

key to meriting this conduit with the Creator, ensuring the survival of the Jewish nation, is proper Jewish 

education for our children. We must give them correct guidance in the study of all aspects of Torah, in a way 

that encourages and inspires them to observe and absorb the holy heritage of the Jewish people. And the 

goal is to accomplish this not in a distant meaningless fashion, but in a way that translates into their daily 

lives. 

The lesson from all this is that if one wishes to be truly blessed, both materially and spiritually, 

including nachat from our children and grandchildren, then the way to that is through engaging our 

children in true Torah education. The goal is to produce a life and vitality in Judaism not only when they go 

to synagogue, but constantly. We must imbue our youth with such an appreciation for G-dliness that they 

will be able to point and cry out, "This is my G-d, and I will glorify Him." 

Such a foundation will be able to split any sea and transform any obstacle on the path toward G-dly pursuits. 

How Would You Spend Your Last 38 Minutes? 
by Rabbi Efrem Goldberg F a c e b o o k 101TwitterEmailMore43 

On Saturday morning, residents of Hawaii received an emergency alert on their phones: “Ballistic missile 
threat inbound to Hawaii. Seek immediate shelter. This is not a drill.” 

With the increased tensions between the U.S. and North Korea, Hawaiians panicked, believing they were the 
target of a nuclear attack. Some ran into basements, others under tables; some even climbed down 
manholes in the street. 

It took 38 minutes until the state issued a correction, explaining that the warning was in fact a false alarm. 
The emergency operations center later informed the world that one of its employees had simply pressed the 
wrong button, later adding, “The individual has been temporarily reassigned within our Emergency 
Operations Center pending the outcome of our internal investigation.” 

Oops. 

For 38 minutes, 1.4 million people scrambled to secure their safety, but they also did something else. 
Thinking a catastrophic attack was imminent, they were forced to consider how they wanted to spend their 
last moments on Earth. Thank God, the warning was a false alarm and the extent of the damage was the 
anxiety it unnecessarily caused. 

Nevertheless, there is a lesson for all of us in their unfortunate experience. If you had 38 minutes to live, 
how would you spend them? What would you do? Would you open a Torah text and study? A prayer book? 
Would you reach for the phone to tell someone you love them? Would you contact someone from whom you 
have become alienated in order to reconcile? 

Take a few moments and think about what you would do if you thought you had a limited amount of time to 
live. 

Why aren’t you doing it now? 

Hillel cautioned us, “Don’t say ‘when I have free time I will learn’, for you may never have free time” (Ethics 
of the Fathers, 2:5). We cannot predict the length of our lives and if we procrastinate and delay we may 
never in fact get to what we claim are our goals and aspirations. 

This week’s Torah portion cautions, “U’shemartem es ha’matzot, guard the matzah from becoming chametz.” 
Rashi quotes the Midrash that encourages us to read the verse as if it were punctuated u’shemartem 
es ha’mitzvot, safeguard the commandments. If a positive opportunity comes your way, don’t allow it to 
turn into chametz through procrastination and laziness. Rather, embrace it, run with it, and do it right away 
before it is too late. 

Death has always been one of the most potent motivators. Buddhist author Sogyal Rinpoche writes, “Death 
is a mirror in which the entire meaning of life is reflected.” The Talmud (Shabbos 153a) records that Rabbi 
Eliezer taught, “Repent one day before your death.” His disciples asked him, “But does a man know on what 
day he will die?” 

“That is exactly the point!” he replied. “Let a man repent today lest he die tomorrow, and in this way he will 
live all his days in repentance.” 

An insightful country song includes a powerful chorus, “Someday I hope you get the chance to live like you 
were dying.” The people of Hawaii had that chance last week. We don’t need to wait to get an urgent alert. 
Ask yourself what you would do with minutes to live and then don’t wait, do it right now. 

FUNNY THINGS: Chaim Yankel’s Insurance
Chaim Yankel, a famer in the famed city of Chelm, went to an insurance agency to try and 
buy a policy. The agent asked, "Have you ever had an accident?" 

"Nope," replied the Chaim Yankel. "Last summer, a horse kicked me and broke a few of my 
ribs, and the year before that, a snake bit me on the ankle." 

"Wouldn't you call those accidents?" quizzed the puzzled agent. 

"No," Chaim Yankel replied. "They did it on purpose!" 
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