
 

So... What’s Nu? 
Mazeltov! 

General 
Robert Slavin on the occasion of his 75th 

Birthday 

 

Unity Yom Tefila 
On Sunday, 24 September, the Chief 

Rabbi invites the Community to a Unity 
Yom Tefila on Tzom Gedalia, PG which 
will give us all an opportunity to come 

together to daven for Hashem for a good 
year.  The Yom Tefila brings together 

two great merits:  the merit of tefilla and 
the merit of achdus. 

Venue:  Yeshiva College Main Shul 
Time:  5.15pm 

_______________________________________________ 

Lulavim & Etrogim 
 

To order your Lulav and Etrog, please 
contact Harelle in the office. 

The cost is R715.00/set. 
_______________________________________________ 

 
The Rabbonim and Staff of the Shul 
wish the community L’Shana Tova 

Umetukah. 
May Hashem answer all our prayers 

for the good. 
 

 

Condolences 
 

Joanne Tooch on the loss of her brother 
Elaine Wolmer on the loss of her brother 

Shabbat Halacha 
It is forbidden to stir a pot of food while 

it is on the flame, even if the 
flame/burner is covered by a blech.  The 
stirring adds to the cooking.  When the 

pot is removed from the flame, it is 
permissible to stir the soup or food 

Davening Times 
Shacharit 

Monday and Thursday – 06h00 & 06h45 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday – 06h15 & 

06h45  
Sundays and Public Holidays – 07h00  

 
 Mincha – 17h50 

 
Rosh Chodesh / Fast Day / Chol Hamoed 
1st Minyan – Davening will commence a 

05h45 throughout the week 
2nd Minyan – Davening will commence at 

06h30 throughout the week 
 

SECURITY 
CSO Security / Medical Emergency & 
Information Number: 086 18 000 18.  

 

Edited by Rabbi Suchard 
Published by Sandton Shul  

011 8834210 / 
sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za 

 

 
SOMETHING HAPPENING IN YOUR 

FAMILY???? 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SHUL OFFICE 

 

Standing Firm 
By Mordechai Wollenberg 
This week's Torah reading begins Atem nitzavim, "You are standing here today, all of you... from the heads of 
tribes... to the woodcutters and water-drawers." 

The commentaries explain that Nitzavim in Hebrew means "standing firm." This verse teaches us that our 
standing firm is conditional upon it being all of you standing together. Each of us, from the highest to the 
lowliest, has our part to play and our own potential to fulfil. 

The Talmud's Ethics of the Fathers tells us, "Who is rich? He who is happy with his lot." Rather than 
worrying about why we are not standing in somebody else's shoes, our task is to fulfill our potential at the 
level we are at, in the situation where we are now, knowing that even if it may seem insignificant, each of us 
contributes on our own level and in our own way to the greater picture. In order to "stand firm" as a nation, 
we need the contribution of each person, on every level. 

The story was told of Rabbi Aryeh Levin (known as "the tzaddik from Jerusalem') who informed the doctor 
that "my wife’s leg is hurting us." This idea applies to all of us, as a community. When one person suffers, 
another feels the pain, even at a distance. When an event takes place in a distant country, this affects us as 
much as if it were to happen next door. 

There is no "us and them." Anything which undermines decency and the sanctity of human life, the very 
fabric of our community, has an effect on all of us, whether we are directly involved or not. Each person 
needs to be intact, in order for us to achieve our communal potential. If one person is suffering or is 
otherwise affected by something, this has an impact on all of us. 

Hurricanes and Our Rosh Hashanah Prayers 
 

by Rabbi Benjamin Blech 

The scenes from Houston of raging floods threatening lives and destroying property are indelibly imprinted 
in our minds, cruel reminders of the power of uncontrolled and uncontrollable torrents of water that 
brought about devastation. The financials costs are astronomical; far worse are the human and emotional 
suffering of survivors who lost literally everything – their possessions, their memories, and for some even 
their loved ones. 

Now Hurricane Irma threatens to wreak havoc and destruction, and has already caused the death of at least 
25 people. 

It is interesting to note that the disaster of Hurricane Harvey came about because of an excess of water. 

Water is the key to life. Water is a blessing for which we beseech God in almost all of our prayers. It is a gift 
without which we simply cannot survive. Moses miraculously brought forth water from a rock. The spiritual 
giants of our people demonstrated their close kinship with God by being able to have the Almighty answer 
affirmatively when they pleaded for much needed rain. 

 

 
Candle Lighting Fri:  5.43pm 
Mincha Shabbos:  5.10pm 
Havdalah:   6.32pm 
Parshat:   Nitzavim Vayealech                                 
Haftorah:  Maurice Hockman
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Yet the same water of blessing and life can turn into curse and become agent of death. 

How is that possible? 

Because even blessings can become misfortunes when they appear in the form of excess. 

Hurricanes, floods, storms and overwhelming deluges demonstrate the danger of “too much” – the tragic 
recognition that no matter how important something may be for our happiness and even our survival, an 
unexpected surfeit may be more harmful even than its absence. 

The key to success, the old adage goes, is success. Perhaps we ought to add another line: and the key to 
failure is excess. 

What do we want more than anything else? For many people the answer is simply one word. Oliver Stone’s 
movie Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps, captured what motivates those who are ready to destroy their 
friends and their families in pursuit of unlimited wealth. In a meeting between the young Jake (Shia 
LaBeouf) and the megalomaniac, Bretton James (Josh Brolin), Jake puts the question to Bretton who has 
already caused the suicide of a competitor and the destruction of another firm with false rumors: "So what 
is your number?” 

When Bretton doesn't understand, Jake explains that everyone has a really far out number that represents 
total success, the ability to get out of the race knowing that he is now the victor. “So what's your number,” 
Jake repeats. 

Bretton considers and after a few moments of silence responds with that one word: "More.” 

The Torah tells us the moving moment when after years of separation the twin brothers Jacob and Esau 
finally meet. At this stage of their lives they have taken divergent paths on their respective journeys. Their 
values are now totally dissimilar. The difference in their spiritual outlooks is exemplified by one short 
verbal exchange. When Esau summarizes his life he tells Jacob “I have much.” Jacob’s statement comes from 
a significantly different perspective: “God has dealt graciously with me – and I have everything.” 

“Much” or “everything” are two ways of looking at the world. “Much” will forever remain dissatisfied. 
“Much” may have fulfilled his need but can never satisfy his greed. “Much” wants blessings unlimited – 
without understanding that limits for blessings are in themselves blessings. 

The desire for more is our contemporary idol. Jacob grasped the danger of excess. What God granted him 
was the amount of blessing he needed. That’s why he could say “and I have all.” 

King Solomon, the wisest of all men, wrote, “Give me neither poverty nor great wealth” (Proverbs 30:8). 
Extremes of either one of them are as destructive as their total absence. The impoverished suffer from need; 
the super wealthy are sickened by greed. Too much is as bad for our emotional health as too little is for our 
physical well-being. 

Kurt Vonnegut and novelist Joseph Heller were once at a party hosted by a billionaire hedge-fund manager. 
Vonnegut pointed out that their wealthy host made more money in one day than Heller ever made from his 
world-famous novel Catch-22. 

Heller responded, “Yes, but I have something he will never have: enough.” 

Our prayers need to embrace this remarkable insight. We live in a time blessed by great material prosperity. 
It is something that generations past longed to be able to pass on to their children. But we often don’t 
consider the potential minefield of bad behavior that lies in wait for our youth if they aren’t taught to 
balance their good fortune with a sense of self-discipline and responsibility. 

In our personal quest for wealth we need to make certain that we do not allow it to become synonymous 
with stealth – stealing our sense of morality, our personal dignity, and the preciousness of our values above 
all the additional zeros in our bank accounts. 

Blessings, just like heavenly rain, are good – except if, like hurricanes, they come beyond our capacity to 
absorb and overwhelm us with their power. 

Let our hope for the New Year be that our prayers are met with the divine favour of moderation so that by 
having enough we can gratefully exclaim with Jacob our thanks to the Almighty for allowing us “to have it 
all.” 

Selichot  
Saturday night service at midnight 

Sunday morning service at 7am. 
On Monday and Thursday morning the 1st Minyan will daven at 5.30am and on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Friday at 5.45am 
The 2nd Minyan will daven at 6.20am throughout the week 

 

Mikveh for Men 
The Mikveh for men will be open on Wednesday morning from 7.30am to 1pm 

 

Time Table for Rosh Hashanah 
1st Night Rosh Hashanah 

Mincha                                   17h50.0 
 Candle Lighting                   17h45 
 Ma’ariv                                   18h00 

 
1st Day Rosh Hashanah 

Shacharit                                07h30 
Torah Reading                      09h00 
Sermon                                   10h00 
Shofar                                      10h15 
Mussaf                                     10h30 
Conclusion of service       ±13h15 

 
Fast of Gedalia – Sunday 24 

September 
Fast begins                              04h47 
Fast ends                                 18h22 

 

2nd Night Rosh Hashanah 
Mincha                                     17h50 
Ma’ariv                                     18h00 
Candle Lighting #                  18h34 

 
2nd Day Rosh Hashanah 

Shacharit                                 07h30 
Torah Reading                       09h00 
Sermon                                    10h00 
Shofar                                      10h15 
Mussaf                                     10h30 
Conclusion of service       ±13h15 
Mincha                                     17h50 

 
 

# No later than and from an existing flame 

 

FUNNY THINGS: Anniversary Present 

For their anniversary, Dave and Shira Steinberg went out for a romantic dinner. Their 
teenage daughters said they would fix a dessert and leave it waiting. When they got home, 
Dave and Shira saw that the dining room table was beautifully set with china, crystal and 
candles, and there was a note that read: "Your dessert is in the refrigerator. We are staying 
with friends tonight, so go ahead and do something we wouldn't do!" 

"I suppose," Dave responded dryly, "we could clean the house." 
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