
So... What’s Nu? 
Mazeltov! 

Barmitzvah 
Devin son of Carla Cohen on the occasion 

of his Barmitzvah and to grandparents Paul 
and Melodie Cohen and Johan Deysel

Births 
Aron and Avigail Berk on the birth of a 

daughter 
Rabbi David and Renee Shaw on the 

birth of a granddaughter 

Bridge Club 
Every Monday morning 
Time:  09h15 – 12h30 

Venue:  Shul Foyer 
Cost:  R70/Player 

Got a Halachic Question? 
Need a quick answer 

Sms or WhatsApp Rabbi Shaw on 072 
6966535 or e-mail 

davidshaw@sandtonshul.co.za  

Are you celebrating a Simcha or would like 
to honour a loved one? 

Please consider sponsoring the Brocha / or 
any amount towards the Brocha. 

Please contact Harelle in the office on 
 011 8834210 to make arrangements 

Something to Consider! 
Please consider donating a Sefer (Book) 

to our Torah Library, to honour a 
Birthday, Anniversary or a Yahrzeit. 

Contact Rabbi David Shaw – 
davidshaw@sandtonshul.co.za 

Condolences 
Avril Forman on the loss of her mother 

Marion Brivik and Debbie Wiener on the 
loss of their step-father 

Shabbat Halacha 
By Rabbi Suchard 

A few laws concerning cooking for 
Shabbat: 

One should cook before Shabbat and 
leave e.g. the pot of soup on a small flame 
to keep hot.  It is preferable to cover the 

flame/hot plate with a metal plate 
(blech) or thick foil to remind one to not 

turn up the heat on Shabbat 

Davening Times 
Shacharit 

Monday and Thursday – 06h00 & 06h45 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday – 06h15 & 

06h45  
Sundays and Public Holidays – 07h00  

 Mincha – 17h30 

Rosh Chodesh / Fast Day / Chol Hamoed 

1st Minyan – Davening will commence a 
05h45 throughout the week 

2nd Minyan – Davening will commence at 
06h30 throughout the week 

SOMETHING HAPPENING IN YOUR 
FAMILY???? 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SHUL OFFICE 
SECURITY 

CSO Security / Medical Emergency & 
Information Number: 086 18 000 18. 

Edited by Rabbi Suchard 
Published by Sandton Shul  

011 8834210 / 
sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za 

Bullying is Never Ok! 
By Rabbi David Shaw 

Every now and again, and again, I hear about an episode of bullying or of intimidation, or of mistreatment, 
maltreatment, oppression or victimization of some kind, somewhere.  I offer these words neither to the 
perpetrators nor sadly, to their victims. I am not absolving myself of responsibility to reforming the bullies 
nor of giving tools to the bullied to defend themselves because by the time I hear of it it’s almost always too 
late. In this short article, I would like to address all the bystanders. Oh! There are always lots of them. Those 
who witness something being done that is just blatantly wrong. Hurtful by action or even verbal, and who 
simply do nothing. 
It was the late Eli Wiesel who said upon receiving the congressional gold medal of achievement at the White 
House in 1985 “In extreme situations when human lives and dignity are at stake, neutrality is a sin. The 
opposite of love, I have learned is not hate, but indifference. Jews were killed by the enemy but betrayed by 
their so- called allies, who found political reasons to justify their indifference or passivity.” 
Bystanders, by definition can be as large as a nation or simply a lone individual or a couple of schoolmates 
or teammates who witness events and make the choice to ignore them. Here is a scary fact I came across by 
Professor Ervin Staub, that, motivated me to write this article. You know I am sure, that before the Shoah, 
almost no Germans protested the ill-treatment and intense persecution of Jews. The vast masses clearly co-
operated with the Nazi’s, boycotting Jewish stores, breaking up relationships with Jewish friends and taking 
over their businesses, homes and jobs. It did not take long for so many of those who were initially passive 
bystanders to join, heart and soul with the most evil perpetrators, becoming perpetrators themselves of the 
most heinous deeds. 
Bystanders, by doing nothing actually encourage the perpetrators. An extreme example of this is how the 
Nazi’s were actually surprised at the lack of response by the German public, to their initial acts of violence 
and intimidation against the Jews and their property. It spurred them on to greater viciousness. When the 
Community of Nations at the Evian conference refused to take in Jewish refugees from Europe and stood by, 
knowing all but doing nothing, Goebbels (Yemach Shemoh) recorded in his diary “the whole world wants to 
do to the Jews what the Germans were doing, but does not have the courage “ 
It works like that with nations, with groups, teams and learners in a school environment. In formal and in 
informal settings. And it is always the same. If your child simply stands by and watches another child bully 
someone, anyone, thinner, fatter, taller, shorter, smarter faster, slower, it is only a matter of time before the 
bystander become a bully themselves – and no one likes a bully! No one! 
One of the most valuable life lessons that we can pass on to our children is that if they or their friends see 
someone bullying, speak up and speak out. Tell a responsible adult, a parent, teacher, madrich or yes even 
your Rabbi. 

Candle Lighting Fri: 5.28pm 
Mincha Shabbos:  5.00pm 
Havdalah:  6.19pm 
Parshat:  Eikev          
Haftorah: Devin Cohen 

12 August 2017 / 20 Av 5777 

ART SCROLL: 
Sedra 980 
Haftorah 1197 
HIRSCH: 
Sedra 687 
Haftorah 911 

mailto:davidshaw@sandtonshul.co.za
mailto:davidshaw@sandtonshul.co.za
mailto:sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za
http://www.chabad.org/search/keyword_cdo/kid/530/jewish/Loewenthal-Tali.htm


 Bullying is not ok! Bullying is never ok! 
First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Socialist. 
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.* 

The Torah says “You shall not stand idly by the blood of your neighbour. I am the Lord.” (Vayikra 
19:16) 

*Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) was a prominent Protestant pastor who emerged as an outspoken public
foe of Adolf Hitler and spent the last seven years of Nazi rule in concentration camps.
Encyclopaedia of Genocide

Careful What You Think! 
By Levi Avtzon 

In our age of political correctness, many whose occupation brings them close to a microphone on a frequent 

basis have adopted the supposed truism that "it doesn't make a difference what you think, all that counts is what 

you say." A silent bigot is a lover of man. A vocal bigot is the personification of evil. 

What you have then is a bunch of politicians, media personnel and leaders in all areas who take special courses 

on how "not to say what you think, rather what is acceptable," and to "never ever verbalize your bigotry for 

there might be a secret recording device under your chair." 

In recent years, we have seen quite a few people falling from high places for saying the wrong things at the 

wrong time. Great careers have disintegrated thanks to "one weak moment." Many pundits and regular fellas are 

wondering whether people deserve to be pushed off the cliff for just that "one weak moment." 

And common-sense screams: Really? One weak moment, is that all it was? How about "one weak lifetime," when 

for years and years the mind was allowed to swim in a cesspool of hate? Isn't it obvious that this wasn't a slip of a 

tongue, rather an avalanche of the mind? 

In the Book of Deuteronomy, we find several verses which begin with the words: "If you should say in your 

heart…" 

If you should say in your heart: "These nations are more numerous than I; how can I dispossess them?" (7:17) 

You will say in your heart: "My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth..." (8:17) 

Moses is warning the Jews not to entertain feelings of fear and haughtiness in their heart. He warns them not of 

political correctness – "be careful what you say" – rather, "be careful what you think and feel." And the reason is 

obvious: a tongue doesn't have a mind of its own; it simply blurts out what sits in the mind. It is the two-year-old 

child who shares her parents' secret conversations with the world. 

Our sages have coined the statement that a person should be "mouth and heart equal." It's not about what you 

say, as much as it is what you think. 

The lesson from all of this? 

Racism, hate, bigotry, and gossip should be deleted way before the words take the train to the microphone. For 

once they sit at the station of the mind it is too late; the train is about to come. And then, there is no turning 

back. 

FUNNY THINGS: Picture Imperfect
Jennifer and Dave Epstein were enjoying their first trip to Israel and were sad that their time was coming to an 
end. As they made a few final preparations, Jennifer noticed that her passport had expired and she needed a 
new photo. She went to a local shop to get some pictures before heading to the Embassy, and she showed her 
ten-year-old passport picture to the clerk who was set to take the new picture. Jennifer sighed. "I like the original 
better," 

"Trust me," said the Israeli clerk. "Ten years from now, you'll like this one." 

Seating 
Seat bookings for the main Shul over the High Holy days are open.  Should you need a 
seat for a family member or a friend or yourself, or if you will be away for the High 
Holy Days, please contact Russel in the office – russel@sandtonshul.co.za 

Sponsor a R100 Honeycomb Greeting on our Rosh Hashana Community Hive  
We’re creating a Sandton Shul Community Hive in this year’s Shul newspaper: a sweet way to 

send a Rosh Hashanah greeting and to show how we all collectively fit together as a 
community.  

 So please bee a part of this little fundraising project and sponsor a honeycomb slot for R100, 
with a greeting from your family. 

Send your greeting to Helene (helene@sandtonshul.co.za). Business advertising opportunities are also 
available. 

Our Sandton Jolly Seniors Club 
Food for thought with Rabbi Shaw! 

Join us on Wednesday mornings for a fun morning! 
Bring your friends! 

Time:  10h00 Venue: Games Room 
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