
So... What’s Nu? 
Mazeltov! 

Barmitzvah 
Benjy son of Saul and Melinda Chazen on 

the occasion of his Barmitzvah and to 
grandparents Neville and Lorraine Furman 

and Esther Chazen

Births 
Jason and Jodi Kramer on the birth of 

twins 
Anthony and Zillah Rakusin on the birth 

of twins 

Bridge Club 
Beginners Course – 10 weeks 

Every Monday morning  
Time:  09h30 – 12h15 

Venue:  Shul Foyer 
Contact Harelle 011 8834210 for more 

info 

Got a Halachic Question? 
Need a quick answer 

Sms or WhatsApp Rabbi Shaw on 072 
6966535 or e-mail 

davidshaw@sandtonshul.co.za  

The Rosh Hashanah Monday 
Night How To …. Series 

28/8 – The Butcher & The Butcher’s Wife 
– Yom Tov Recipes & how to stretch your

rand 
4/9 – Michelle Gordon – Finer Details for 

Your Yom Tov Table 

Both weeks @ 7.30pm in the Youth 
Centre 

11/9 – Rabbi Suchard – All you need to 
know about Rosh Hashanah 

17/9 – Rabbi Suchard – Should you do 
Teshuva before Rosh Hashanah 

Both weeks @ 7.30pm in The Games 
Room 

Condolences 

Clifford Gruskin on the loss of his mother 
Janice Sparks on the loss of her mother 

Carmella Leah Tehillim 
Group 

Will meet on Sunday morning at 9.45am 
at the Suchard Residence 

Rabbi David Shaw is running a 4 part Series 
to get us ready and inspired for Rosh 

Hashana at the home of Eyal and Cassie 
Shevel beginning 21/ August at 7:30pm 

Shabbat Halacha 
By Rabbi Suchard 

If you want to have soup from a pot on 
the stove before your meal, you must 

move the pot off the burner, holding onto 
the pot. Remove how much is needed, 
close the lid and return the pot back to 

the stove. The food must be fully cooked 
beforehand and the burner/stove must 
be covered with a ‘blech’ or metal sheet. 

Davening Times 
Shacharit 

Monday and Thursday – 06h00 & 06h45 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday – 06h15 & 

06h45  
Sundays and Public Holidays – 07h00  

 Mincha – 17h30 
Rosh Chodesh / Fast Day / Chol Hamoed 
1st Minyan – Davening will commence a 

05h45 throughout the week 
2nd Minyan – Davening will commence at 

06h30 throughout the week 

SECURITY 
CSO Security / Medical Emergency & 
Information Number: 086 18 000 18. 

Edited by Rabbi Suchard 
Published by Sandton Shul  

011 8834210 / 
sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za 

Why Do Good Things Happen to Bad People? 
By Rochel Holzkenner 

The Torah portion of Re'eh (Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17) talks about a false prophet. There are three steps in this 

scenario: 1) "If there will arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of a dream, and he gives you a sign or a 

wonder, 2) and the sign or the wonder of which he spoke to you happens, 3) [and he] says, 'Let us go after other 

gods which you have not known, and let us worship them.'" Then, G-d concludes, 4) "You shall not heed the 

words of that prophet, or that dreamer of a dream; for the L-rd, your God, is testing you, to know whether you 

really love the L-rd, your God, with all your heart and with all your soul" (13:2-4). 

A good old con-artist is one thing, but this prophet guy really comes through. And then, based on his proven 

track record, it is only logical to follow his lead. Unfortunately, he steers his followers away from G-d. 

Chassidic masters use this description of the false prophet to resolve an age old conundrum: Why do bad things 

happen to good people, and good things to bad people (like the popular guy who walks all over people, or the 

millionaire who is fraudulent in business)? What bothers us most about this injustice is that it simply confuses us. 

Why would G-d back up the false prophet by validating his prediction? Why would G-d reward an immoral 

person with success? It makes us doubt the validity of our own moral compass. If that person achieved success, 

maybe I should forgo my scruples and play by his rules. The false prophet has proven his success, and those 

around him will naturally follow his lead. 

Indeed, the question is puzzling. Why does G-d allow sinful people to prosper? Of course, it is hard to know who 

is truly happy and prosperous. What appears to be a life of perfection and bliss may look quite different from the 

inside. But, still, why would G-d make the sinner appear to prosper and initiate a crisis of faith in those around 

him? 

And so the Torah concludes, "G-d is testing you to know whether you really love Him." 

If reward and punishment were so transparent then there would be no test. Following in G-d's ways would be 

the most logical and beneficial decision one could make. But when G-d's justice seems askew, it becomes more 

challenging to make G-d-centred decisions. So G-d tests the waters to measure the depth of our love. Do you 

love Me? Do you trust Me? Or are you only in it for you? 
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There is one final question to be asked. If He really is G-d, does He really need to test us to know whether or not 

we love Him? Can't He read our hearts like an open book? The third Chabad Rebbe, the Tzemach Tzedek, 

answers this question. The test is not so much for G-d to know us, as it is for us to know G-d, to breed "daat," an 

intimate knowledge of G-d's omnipotence. Within every false prophet, within each test of faith, G-d plants a 

seed. When we remain firm in our belief despite the evidence that success lies outside of G-d, the shell of the 

test simply falls away and the seed emerges. This seed is the gift of deep, intimate knowledge. 

We don't go looking for tests. But if they come our way, we should appreciate that it is critical to our success as 

G-dly human beings and committed Jews that we face up to the challenge. 

MacGyver and the Jews 
by Breindy Warren Lazor 
I loved watching MacGyver when I was a kid. He was always finding himself trapped in some kind of difficult 
situation, with little or no chance of getting out. Despite everyone around him giving up hope, the ever-
resourceful MacGyver would scrounge around the underground cave or sealed bomb shelter, gathering random 
items. He’d grab someone’s shoelaces, confiscate someone else’s candy wrapper and then pluck a leaf from the 
ground, and using these things, he’d create an explosive device to make a hole just big enough for everyone to 
escape. 

I was enthralled watching MacGyver week after week find his way out of the most impossible situations. His 
tenacity, grit and resourcefulness made an impression on me. Here’s why: 

There’s a Yiddish expression I heard growing up: “Ah yid getzech an aitzah” – a Jew gives himself a suggestion or 
idea. No matter how difficult things seem, the Jew figures it out and finds a way. Every time I complained that I 
couldn’t do something, I was told there had to be a way to do it, and to emphasize the point, this Yiddish axiom 
was invoked. 

Don’t give up. A Jew finds a way. 

I wasn’t always as successful as I’d hoped, but I dutifully did my best to always try to find a way. 

Becoming a teacher gave me a newfound appreciation for MacGyver. I kept seeing students who would try, 
make a mistake, and promptly give up. They were so devastated by their error that they refused to continue or 
try again. 

“Don’t you know?” I would shout in my head, “Ah yid getzech an aitzah!” No matter how I tried to soothe their 
feelings and help them move on, I couldn’t seem to reach them. The shame of making a mistake seemed to be an 
insurmountable barrier that prevented them from continuing. Then, one semester, while teaching a college class 
on Positive Psychology, I encountered Carol Dweck’s Mindset Theory. 

Dr. Dweck set out to discover what made some people successful, while others with the same advantages, 
backgrounds, and demographics were unsuccessful. She discovered that a person’s success is tied to their 
perspective of themselves as learners. Those with a fixed mindset see themselves as having a fixed amount of 
intelligence and ability. Whatever they are good at and can do is…. what they are good at and can do. They 
believe that there is no growth possibility, no way to change or improve their abilities or knowledge. So if they’re 
bad at math, they believe that’s just how it is and how it always will be, and nothing can change that. 

By contrast, someone with a growth mindset believes that intelligence is not static. They believe that people can 
learn to do things that are difficult for them, or achieve things that don’t come naturally to them. These 
individuals are undeterred by mistakes because they understand that learning is a process and mistakes are a 
part of that process. They are more concerned with the transformational journey they’re taking than on the 
immediate results. 

Once students internalize this way of thinking, they embrace learning without the fears of messing up that often 
stand in the way. I’ve seen it work successfully with my first graders, as well as high school students. 

Dr. Dweck’s Mindset Theory and MacGyver’s can-do attitude resonate with the Yiddish saying “Ah yid getzech an 
aitzah” – a Jew finds a way. From the very beginning, starting with Abraham, the Jewish people have been trying 
to find a way to do the seemingly impossible – to embody and share the values and wisdom that bring light and 
meaning to the world. Faced with relentless persecution, exile and scattering to the four corners of the earth 
that would have vanquished most nations, the Jewish people never gave up. Despite all odds, they persevered 
with God’s help in their mission to find a way to bring the light of Torah to the world, laying the moral 
foundations of the western world. 

MacGyver always arrived at a neat, happy ending with the best possible results. In the real world, there are no 
guarantees that our specific efforts will succeed. But that does not mean we shouldn’t try; it means we need to 
try even harder. After all, we’ve got the Almighty on our side, the Ultimate MacGyver. Ah yid getzech an aitzah – 
a Jew finds a way. 

FUNNY THINGS: Dave and Samantha’s First Trip to Israel

Dave and Samantha Levy were on their first trip to Israel. They rented a car, had all of their guidebooks 
ready and had a full itinerary for their 10 day stay. One day, Dave and Samantha stopped for lunch at a 
falafel joint. Dave asked the guy working there. 

"What's the quickest way to the Dead Sea?" 

The falafel owner scratched his head. 

"Are you walking or driving?" he asked. 

"I'm driving,” replied Dave. 

"That's the quickest way!" 

Seating 
Seat bookings for the main Shul over the High Holy days are open.  Should you need a seat 
for a family member or a friend or yourself, or if you will be away for the High Holy Days, 

please contact Russel in the office – russel@sandtonshul.co.za /0118834210 

MiCommunity Hall Minyan 
Bookings have opened for MiCommunity for Yom Tov 

Cost:  R1200/Adult, R500 for 19 – 25-year olds and R180/U18 
Contact Tzivi in the office mornings only – micommunity@sandtonshul.co.za / 0118834210 

Blood Drive 
10th September from 9am to 2pm 

Venue:  Manor Medical Drive, 189 Kelvin Drive, Gallo Manor 
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