
So... What’s Nu? 
Mazeltov! 

Births 
Lee and Zoe Cohen on the birth of a 

grandson and to parents Dalan and Amy 
Cohen 

Dean and Tami Rakusin on the birth of a 
son 

Jeff and Debbie Rakusin on the birth of a 
grandson 

Brenda and Stephen Szewach and Glen 
Budler on the birth of a grandson 

Engagements 
Sean son of Colin and Elana Gordon on the 

occasion of his engagement to Shelley 
daughter of Gary and Ingrid Nowosenetz 

Blood Drive 
Right now. Near you. Someone needs 

blood. Not just any blood. A perfect match. 
Someone may need your blood!!! 

So, Give the Gift of Life and Share in a 
Family’s Happiness 

Please invite all your friends, families and 
staff to support the blood drive!!!! 

Date:  9th July 2017 from 09h00 – 14h00 at: 
Manor Medical Centre.  

Our Sandton Jolly Seniors 
Club 

Food for thought with Rabbi Shaw! 
Join us on Wednesday mornings for a fun 

morning! 
Bring your friends! 

Time:  10h00 Venue: Games Room 

Bridge Club 
Every Monday morning 
Time:  09h15 – 12h30 

Venue:  Shul Foyer 
Cost:  R70/Player 

Condolences 
Janice Sparks on the loss of her father 

Shabbat Halacha 
By Rabbi Suchard 

One may not eat fruit which falls from a 
tree on Shabbat.  It is muktzeh because it 

was not available before Shabbat. 
(O.C.322:3) 

Davening Times 
Shacharit 

Monday and Thursday – 06h00 & 06h45 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday – 06h15 & 

06h45  
Sundays and Public Holidays – 07h00  

 Mincha – 17h15 

Rosh Chodesh / Fast Day / Chol Hamoed 

1st Minyan – Davening will commence a 
05h45 throughout the week 

2nd Minyan – Davening will commence at 
06h30  throughout the week 

SECURITY 

CSO Security / Medical Emergency & 
Information Number: 086 18 000 18. 

SOMETHING HAPPENING IN YOUR FAMILY???? 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SHUL OFFICE 

Edited by Rabbi Suchard 
Published by Sandton Shul  

011 8834210 / 
sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za 

Why Did G-d Choose a Serpent to Heal the Israelites 
I assume you are referring to the following incident related in the Torah: 

In the fortieth year of their desert sojourn, the Jews complained regarding the manna, which was the staple of 

their diet. G-d regarded this as a “slap in the face,” a demonstration of their lack of appreciation, and dispatched 

venomous serpents to attack the Israelite encampment. Moses prayed to G-d on the Jews’ behalf, and G-d 

instructed him to make a serpent and place it on a pole. Whoever looked up at this copper serpent was healed 

(Numbers 21:5–9). 

The obvious questions which this story raises: a) Why a snake? b) If a snake has positive healing powers, why did 

the snake entice Adam and Eve to turn away from G-d’s commandment? One would certainly not expect the 

snake to be a source of blessing and healing! What does the serpent represent? 

We must begin by emphasizing that it was not the snake itself that brought the cure. In the words of the Talmud: 

“Could a snake [on a pole] cause death [by not looking at it] or give life [by looking at it]? Rather, 

when Israel would look upward and subject their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they would be cured; but if 

not, they would waste away.” 

In other words, their healing consisted of comprehending that a Jew’s life transcends the natural order. When 

looking upward, towards the spiritual worlds, they repented and reaffirmed their trust in G-d and His healing 

power, and were cured. 

With this in mind, we can understand why the snake was chosen, as this only made things even more 

supernatural. A venomous snake is a source of harm and destruction. Spiritually, too, the snake brought 

incredible harm to this world when it enticed Eve to eat from the Tree of Knowledge. Yet here was the image of 

the harmer that actually healed! Or as the biblical commentator Nachmanides puts it, “A miracle within a 

miracle.” 

This demonstrated how ultimately G-d is in control over everything, and that He has the ability to bring 

beneficence or destruction to the world employing any of the creatures he created. 

[If we look carefully, we discover that this same method of healing is used elsewhere. Moses used a bitter stick to 

sweeten bitter waters (Exodus 15:25 and Targum Yonatan there). And it was salt that Elisha used to purify the 

harmful water (II Kings chapter 2).] 

Incidentally, Moses’ copper snake was eventually deified by certain Jews, as they mistakenly believed that it 

possessed divine healing powers. This led the righteous King Hezekiah of Judah (6th century BCE) to destroy this 

snake (II Kings 18:4). 

Yours truly, Rabbi Yisroel Cotlar 

Candle Lighting Fri:  5.09pm 
Mincha Shabbos: 4.45pm 
Havdalah: 6.01pm 
Parsha:  Chukat 

1 July 2017 / 7 Tammuz 5777 

ART SCROLL: 
Sedra 838 
Haftorah 1187 
HIRSCH: 
Sedra 584 
Haftorah 898 
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Mark Zuckerberg’s Prayer 
by Rabbi Benjamin Blech 

At age 32, Mark Zuckerberg is the youngest of the world’s ten richest people. His fortune presently hovers over 

the $60 billion mark. Financially there certainly isn’t a thing that he lacks. 

What could someone like Zuckerberg possibly pray for? 

At the Harvard graduation ceremony last week, we heard the answer. 

The university from which Zuckerberg never graduated, cutting his education short to pursue the business 

interest which would turn him into a multibillionaire, invited him to deliver the graduation address to those who 

completed their studies. Nearly three million people tuned in on Facebook to listen to his talk. 

His words were a profoundly personal reflection on the lessons he learned from his success, as well as the ideas 

which shaped his life’s journey to the present. In considering their relevance to us, it is instructive to know that 

Zuckerberg and his wife have made a commitment to give away 99 percent of their fortune to charity and good 

works during their lifetimes. 

A theme to which Zuckerberg kept returning was the notion that life only has meaning when it is filled with 

purpose. He proposed that a purposeful life can be achieved without wealth; its foundation is built on the causes 

for which we exert our efforts. 

 “One of my favourite stories” Zuckerberg conveyed, “is when John F Kennedy visited the NASA space centre, he 

saw a janitor carrying a broom and he walked over and asked what he was doing. The janitor responded: Mr. 

President, I’m helping put a man on the moon.” 

Every one of us, Zuckerberg impressed upon the graduates, has a purpose, a mission in life, a way in which we 

can in some small measure change the world and thereby leave a lasting legacy. 

And that’s where Zuckerberg’s prayer comes into play. It wasn’t until the very end of his speech that he 

mentioned it – but the emphasis with which he expressed it made clear it was a summation of all he had said 

before. For me as a Rabbi and for anyone who shares pride in our Jewish heritage it is inspiring to know that 

however much or how little one of the wealthiest men in the world formally identifies with his faith, two Hebrew 

words preface the blessing he passes on every night to his daughter. 

These were Zuckerberg’s closing words at the Harvard commencement: 

I am reminded of a prayer, Mi Shebeirach, that I say whenever I face a challenge, that I sing to my daughter 

thinking about her future when I tuck her into bed. It goes: 

“May the source of strength, who blessed the ones before us, help us find the courage to make our lives a 

blessing.” 

I hope you find the courage to make your life a blessing. 

For those who want to quibble, I know this is not the typical Mi Shebeirach prayer we are accustomed to. Yet 

there is much we can take from learning that with all of Zuckerberg’s wealth he still feels the need to offer a 

nightly prayer. He refers to it by way of the Hebrew words which link it to our ancient heritage. It is a prayer 

which seeks the help of the one who is “our source of strength who blessed the ones before us.” It acknowledges 

that our success ultimately depends upon more than our selves. No matter how financially blessed, we all need 

to call upon a higher power to help us find the courage to make our lives a blessing. 

Zuckerberg’s prayer bears a striking resemblance to the remarkable blessing in the book of Genesis with which 

God blesses Abraham: 

“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great and you shall be a blessing” 

(Genesis 12:2). 

God does not tell Abraham that he will be blessed. Instead he gives him the greatest blessing of all, a blessing 

conveying both commandment and prophecy. It is very good to be blessed; it is even better to be a blessing. The 

first is merely to receive. The second is to imitate the Almighty and to be a source of blessing to others. 

That is a major message of our faith. How nice to know that a very wealthy member of our tribe just shared it 

with the newest graduates of Harvard. 

Addendum: A Brief Response to Some of the Comments 

Thankfully, most readers got it. 

My article about Zuckerberg’s speech at the Harvard commencement exercises was a personal reaction to a 

moment when one of the wealthiest men in the world acknowledged, as the header to the piece put it, “No 

matter how financially blessed, we all need to call upon a higher power to help us make our lives a blessing.” For 

him to understand that and to echo the mission given to Abraham not simply to be blessed but to be a blessing is 

powerful proof of what our sages long ago taught us – that within every Jew, no matter how far removed from 

Judaism, there is a spark of divinity and indeed it is possible to learn something from anyone, even those totally 

estranged from G-d. 

FUNNY THINGS: Beauty is Skin Deep

Little Moishie Handlesman watched, fascinated, as his mother gently rubbed cold cream on her face. 

"Why are you rubbing cold cream on you face, Ima?" he asked. 

"To make myself beautiful," said his mother. 

A few minutes later, Mrs. Handlesman began removing the cream with a tissue. 

"What's the matter?" Moishe asked. "Are you giving up?" 

Brocha Sponsorship 
Are you celebrating a Simcha or would like to honour a loved one? 

Please consider sponsoring the Brocha / or any amount towards the Brocha. 
Please contact Russel in the office on 011 8834210 to make arrangements 
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