
So... What’s Nu? 

Condolences 
Condolences to David Mincer on the loss 
of his wife, to Richard and Candice on the 
loss of their mother and Beverley Cohen 

on the loss of her sister 

Mazeltov! 
Births 

Mazeltov to Pinky and Ety Sareli on the 
birth of a grandson in Cape Town and to 
parents Lior and Jamie Sareli on the birth 
of their son. 

Welcome 
Michael and Caroline Karp are our 

special guests this Shabbos.  They will be 
addressing the community after the 
Kiddush and their topic is “Family 

Purity” 

Shabbat Halacha 
By Rabbi Suchard 

The prohibition of choosing. (Beraira). 
One may prepare for lunch on Shabbat even 

hours beforehand and make a salad by taking 
the good leaves from the bad.  One may not 

choose the bad leaves and discard them (O.C. 
319:2) 

Carmella Leah Tehillim Group 
The Tehillim Group will meet on Sunday 

morning at 9.45am at the Suchard residence 

Shavuot 
Shavuot Dinner 30th May.  Guest speaker 

Gerrie Nel – leading SA Advocate. 
nicknamed “bulldog” for his tenacity in 
the courtroom and his fierce pursuit of 

justice.  Bookings on 
www.sandtonshul.co.za 

Scrumptious Chinese Fleishig Dinner! 
Power All Night Learning Program after 

the dinner launched by Rabbi Gideon 
Pogrund. 

Davening Times 
Shacharit 

Monday and Thursday – 06h00 & 06h45 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday – 06h15 

& 06h45  
Sundays and Public Holidays – 07h00  

 Mincha – 17h15 

Rosh Chodesh / Fast Day / Chol 
Hamoed 

1st Minyan – Davening will commence a 
05h45 throughout the week 

2nd Minyan – Davening will commence 
at 06h30  throughout the week 

SOMETHING HAPPENING IN YOUR 
FAMILY???? 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SHUL OFFICE 

SECURITY 

CSO Security / Medical Emergency & 
Information Number: 086 18 000 18. 

Edited by Rabbi Suchard 
Published by Sandton Shul  

011 8834210 / 
sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za 

Effort that Really Counts 
By Avraham Plotkin 

As we conclude the third book of the Torah in synagogues around the world this week, I am reminded of the 
traditional prayer recited upon completion of a tractate of the Talmud. In it, we thank G-d for the great 
opportunity to toil in the study of Torah. The prayer contains a line that goes like this: “We toil and they toil. 
We toil and receive reward, while they toil and don’t receive reward.” The prayer is obviously contrasting 
Torah study with all other activities and forms of work: while Torah study offers meaningful compensation, 
other endeavours don’t. 

But this needs further explanation. Is this really so? Is there really no meaningful compensation in other 
fields of work? Last I heard, people were being compensated in other areas as well! So, how does Torah 
study differ? 

The explanation lies in careful examination of the words of the prayer: “. . .they toil and receive no reward.” 
Why did the author of this prayer of thanksgiving choose the word “toil” as opposed to, let’s say, “work” or 
“achieve”? 

The answer, I believe, is that Torah study is all about the effort and the “toiling,” in contrast with other 
endeavors or sciences, where the main focus is on accomplishment and the final product. 

Torah study is mostly about the means, not so much about the ends. In other areas of life, who cares about 
your toiling? Toiling is just a means to an end. There is no reward for hard work and shvitzing. In fact, if you 
could accomplish the same job without toiling, that would be just as good. No extra reward is given for the 
toiling. It is mostly the results that count! In Torah study, however, it’s the opposite. Even if you were to toil 
in Torah study without any tangible results, that itself is worthy of reward! 

The reason for this is because unlike other sciences, Torah study is not about accumulating knowledge. 
Unlike other self-help books and religious manuals, the Torah is not only about learning how to observe. 
Torah study is primarily about forging a relationship with G-d. When we toil in the study of Torah, and 
connect to the fountain of G-d’s wisdom, we are at that moment experiencing oneness and forging a 
relationship with our G-d—regardless of whether we succeeded in totally mastering the subject we are 
studying. The relationship with G-d is experienced mostly while toiling and studying, not in the results or 
accomplishments. 

This thought is echoed in this week’s Torah portion, which tells us: “If you will walk in my statutes” 
(Leviticus 26:3), explained by Rashi to be a reference to “toiling in Torah.” Again, the emphasis here is on 
the effort and not so much on the results. 

What a refreshing approach and dramatic contrast to all those other areas, where the only thing that 
matters are your results! From a Torah perspective, we don’t care so much about what your grades are, or 
even how many titles and degrees you master in life. What is most cherished and valued by G-d is the hard 
work and effort that you put into your Torah studies! The quality and effort while on the journey of Torah 
study is way more important than the destination. 

Candle Lighting Fri:  5.09pm 
Mincha Shabbos: 4.40pm 
Havdalah:  6.00pm 
Parsha:  Behar Bechukotai 
Haftorah: Nicholas Kaplan 

20 May 2017 / 24 Iyar 5777 

ART SCROLL: 
Sedra 696 
Haftorah 1179 
HIRSCH: 
Sedra 488 
Haftorah 887 

http://www.sandtonshul.co.za/
mailto:sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za
http://www.chabad.org/search/keyword_cdo/kid/15248/jewish/Plotkin-Avraham.htm
http://www.chabad.org/9927#v3


Why Jerusalem Matters 
by Rabbi Shraga Simmons 
F a c e b o o k 6.3KTwitterEmailMore172 
Jerusalem has no strategic significance. It has no commercial or industrial importance, and it is not a 
cultural centre. 

How has this ancient city, unimportant as it appears, crept to the heart of contention between Israel and the 
Palestinians over the future of the land of Israel? Why should we care what happens to Jerusalem? 

We need to begin by understanding the importance of memory. Memory isn't history or dead memorabilia. 
By defining the past memory creates the present. Repression of memory creates mental disease. Health 
comes from memory's recovery. Dictators consolidate power by altering memory. Stalin airbrushed Trotsky 
and Bukharin out of photographs. Revisionists deny the Holocaust ever happened. Why does it matter? 

In Hebrew, the word for man is "zachar." The word for memory is "zecher." Man is memory. People who 
suffer memory loss through illness or accident don't just misplace their keys. They lose their selves. They 
become lost and adrift in time, because without memory, the current moment has no context, and no 
meaning. 

When the Jews were first exiled from Jerusalem, King David said, "If I forget you Jerusalem, let my right 
hand lose its strength. Let my tongue cling to my palate if I fail to recall you, if I fail to elevate Jerusalem 
above my highest joy." The memory of Jerusalem somehow is linked to our current vigor as a people.  What 
is the memory of Jerusalem, and what does it contribute to who we are? 

The Talmud says Jerusalem was named by G-d. The name has two parts: Yira, which means "to see," and 
shalem, which means "peace." 

Jerusalem was the place of Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac, and Abraham said of Jerusalem, "This is the place 
where God is seen." Elsewhere, G-d is a theory, but in Jerusalem, G-d is seen, and felt, as a tangible presence. 
In Jerusalem we reach beyond the frailty and vulnerability of our lives, and we sense and strive for 
transcendence. Elsewhere we grope for insight. In Jerusalem, we anticipate clarity. Paris may be for lovers, 
but Jerusalem is for visionaries. 

Jerusalem is a metaphor for a perfected world, and it gives us perspective on our lives. When Aldous Huxley 
said, "we have each of us our Jerusalem," he meant much more than a temporal city of taxi cabs and traffic 
jams. He meant a vision of what life might be. 
The vision of life's promise is one we surrender at our peril, because it gives us the will to live. In exile for 
two thousand years Jews said "Next year in Jerusalem," and amidst poverty and oppression they preserved 
the dream of a world in which love and justice, not power and self-interest, would be the currency men live 
by. 

Part of the name Jerusalem is "vision." The other part of the name is peace, but the peace of Jerusalem is not 
the absence of strife. Jerusalem has rarely known anything but strife. The peace of Jerusalem is the peace at 
the center of the spokes of a wheel, where opposing forces may be delicately balanced and reconciled. 
The Talmud says that creation began in Jerusalem, and the world radiated outward from this place. 
Medieval maps show Jerusalem at the epicenter of Asia, Europe, and Africa. The world flows into this spot, 
and all life's forces resonate here. From this place, the whole world is cast into perspective. 

Jerusalem, the center, which gives perspective to the rest of the world. Jerusalem where God is seen. 
Jerusalem the perfected world. Humanity has long understood that he who controls Jerusalem controls the 
world's memory. He controls the way God is seen. He controls the way life's forces are cast into perspective. 
He controls the way we collectively see our future. 

Once the Temple Mount was the highest point in the city of Jerusalem, but in the year 135, Roman slaves 
carried away the dirt of the mountain, and turned it into the valley we now look down on from the Old City. 

The Romans expelled Jews from Jerusalem and barred them from re-entering on pain of death. Jewish life, 
they proclaimed, has now ended. 

The Crusaders rewrote Jerusalem's importance, the center no longer of Jewish national drama, but the site 
of the passion and death of Jesus. Like the Romans they expelled Jews, and destroyed synagogues. 

The Muslims came after, and as those before them rewrote the memory of Jerusalem, expelling Jews and 
Christian. They systematically built mosques on every Jewish holy site. They airbrushed the past. 

In rewriting the history of Jerusalem each of these cultures rewrote our place, the Jewish place, in history. 
They consigned us, they believed, to the dust bin of history ― a once great people, now abandoned by God; 
bypassed by time. 

When Jerusalem was liberated, time was conflated. The past became present. What we had longed for 
became ours. What we had dreamed of became real, and soldiers wept because an adolescent 
Mediterranean country suddenly recovered a memory lost for 2000 years. The past was instantly present, 
incredibly, transcendentally, transforming who we knew ourselves to be. 

Who are we? We are not despised and impoverished itinerants, surviving on the fickle goodwill of other 
nations. We are not a nation of farmers recovering swamps, nor of warriors ― though when we need to be 
we are all these things. 

We are a nation of priests and of prophets, a light unto mankind. We taught the world "to beat their swords 
into plowshares," "to love your neighbor as yourself," equality before justice, and that admiration belongs 
not to the rich and powerful, but to the good, the wise, and the kind. Hitler said, "The Jews have inflicted two 
wounds on humanity: Circumcision on the body and conscience on the soul." How right he was and how 
much more we have to do. How tragic when we fail ourselves. 

To this threat, Jerusalem provides counterpoint, for Jerusalem embodies our memories and hopes. 
Jerusalem is a living memory, a vision of God in our lives, an image of a perfected world. Jerusalem gives us 
the strength to achieve what we as a people must do, to unite ourselves, and to sanctify this world. 
This is why Jerusalem matters. 

FUNNY THINGS: No Picnic
Little Rivki Shulman had misbehaved so much all week that her mother decided to give her the worst kind 
of punishment: she told her she couldn't go to the shul picnic on Sunday. 
When the day came, Rivki’s mother felt like she had been a little too harsh and changed her mind. When she 
told Rivki she could go to the picnic, Rivki’s reaction was not what she had expected. She was all doom and 
gloom. 
"What's the matter?” Rivki’s mother asked. “I thought you'd be glad to go to the picnic." 
"It's too late!" Rivki said. "I already davened for rain." 

Our Sandton Jolly Seniors Club 
Food for thought with Rabbi Shaw! 

Join us on Wednesday mornings for a fun morning! 
Bring your friends! 

Time:  10h00  Venue: Games Room 

http://www.aish.com/authors/48865357.html

