
So... What’s Nu? 

Got a Halachic Question? 
Need a quick answer 

Sms or WhatsApp Rabbi Shaw on 072 
6966535 or e-mail 

davidshaw@sandtonshul.co.za 

Blood Drive 
Date:  19th March 2017 
Time:  09h00 – 14h00 

Venue:  Manor Medical Centre, Kelvin 
Drive, Gallo Manor 

Shabbat Halacha 
By Rabbi Suchard 

According to the Rambam, the mitzvah of 
Havdalah is from the Torah.  Just as we 

learn to welcome Shabbat with Kiddush, so 
too must we make a brocha over wine at 
the end of Shabbat.  (O.C. 296:1).  This is 

learned from the word, Zachor, remember 
Shabbat. 

Condolences 
Chantal Solomons on the loss of her father 

Important notice and 
request. 

We are planning to update and reprint our 
prayer book for houses of mourning. 

It will include a large, clear text in Hebrew, 
English and a transliteration together with 

a few words of comfort. 
If anyone would like to dedicate part of 

this publication in memory of a loved one, 
please contact Rabbi David Shaw 
davidshaw@sandtonshul.co.za 

Davening Times 
Shacharit 

Monday and Thursday – 06h00 & 06h45 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday – 06h15 & 

06h45  
Sundays and Public Holidays – 07h00 & 

8h15 

 Mincha – 18h00 

Rosh Chodesh / Fast Day / Chol Hamoed 

1st Minyan – If any of the above falls out 
on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday the 

service will commence at 06h00. 
2nd Minyan – Davening will commence at 

06h30  

SECURITY 
CSO Security / Medical Emergency & 
Information Number: 086 18 000 18. 

Edited by Rabbi Suchard 
Published by Sandton Shul 011 8834210 / 

sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za 

Mitzvot are for Us 
By Zalman Posner 

"Command the people of Israel that they bring to you (Moses) pure olive oil... to burn always." This oil was for 

the Menorah that illuminated the Sanctuary and later the Temples in Jerusalem. The Talmud notes the words 

"bring to you" instead of the more appropriate "bring to Me." The sages comment that G-d needs no 

illumination; the Menorah is for man's benefit. 

The purpose of mitzvot, in fact the essential nature of Judaism, is frequently misunderstood. The purpose of 

prayer, for example, is not to present our demands and wishes to a busy G-d, nor to flatter and propitiate a 

wrathful, quick-tempered Deity (as is maliciously and sophomorically stated by some who should know better). 

The practices of Judaism are not designed to placate and gratify an adulation-hungry Creator. Nor is He any the 

lesser by our violations of Torah teachings. 

We pray three times daily to remind ourselves of a Power higher than our own, to reaffirm our dependence and 

faith in Him. We perform His mitzvot so that our bodies and treasure may serve a purpose higher than pleasure 

and self-satisfaction. 

Is there anyone who can say that he would not be a better person and a better Jew if he would begin and end his 

day with worship? Can anyone deny the immediate personal value of the classical Shabbat with its warm 

ceremonials, study, worship, and vacation for the soul from its weekday distractions and problems? 

The Menorah, all of Torah, is meant to give light and guidance to man, to give direction and purpose to his life. 

The ultimate beneficiary of Torah and its commandments is not their Author, but the men and women who use 

them. 

The Oscars, the Wrong Winner and the Talmud 
by Rabbi Benjamin Blech 

It was a stunning mix up that we’re tempted to say could only take place in the movies – but this time it 
happened in real life at the Academy Awards. 

Oscar night is watched by millions of people around the globe. After almost 3 hours of nail-biting suspense we 
finally come to the highlight of the evening when the winner of Best Picture is announced. Cameras zoom in on 
the joyous faces of the winners. Speeches of gratitude and elation are made. Glimpses of those representing the 
runner-up, the film which had a chance at the crown but failed, are part of the scene as well. From them we see 
tears of unfulfilled dreams, sadness stoically camouflaged but nonetheless recognizable. 

Candle Lighting: 10 Mar – 6.12pm 
Mincha:  After Shiurim  
Havdalah:  7.00pm 
Parsha:  Zachor Tetzaveh 
Haftorah: 

11 March 2017 / 06 Adar 5777 ART SCROLL: 
Sedra  464 
Maftir      1066 
Haftorah 1214 
HIRSCH: 
Sedra  320 
Maftir  766 
Haftorah 958 
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All of that happened when presenters Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway announced La La Land as the winner. 
For a few moments the ecstasy of triumph and the agony of defeat made their simultaneous appearance on the 
announced victors and losers. 

And then the incredible news: a mistake had been made. For the first time in Oscar history, the wrong card was 
read. La La Land didn’t really win. Moonlight was awarded the Oscar for the best film of the year. People who 
went to sleep immediately after the initial announcement couldn’t believe the headlines next morning to 
discover that the loser was really the winner. 

Just imagine the shock and the emotional turmoil for those directly involved. The team behind Moonlight had to 
endure the pain of the initial announcement. They had to watch others walk up to the podium to receive the 
prize they so desperately wanted and listen to team La La Land’s self-congratulatory speeches. Those were surely 
moments which seemed like an eternity of disappointment. 

But their pain was short-lived, their agony fleeting in retrospect. 

Imagine the emotional roller coaster for those who briefly held the crown of success only to have it unexpectedly 
taken from them. Surely the distress of their loss was greatly magnified by the experience of having, if even for a 
brief time, tasted of the cup of victory. 

The story of this year’s Oscars is a script worthy in and of itself of a powerful movie. I am reminded of a 
fascinating connection between this remarkable incident and a real-life Talmudic analogy that has meaning for all 
of us. 

The rabbis long ago made an observation about the awards in store for us at the end of our days on earth. They 
are the awards granted to us by the Academy on high – recognition by the Almighty for the manner in which we 
fulfilled the roles assigned to us during our lifetimes. In a stunning statement about the “lifetime achievement 
awards” we will receive after our death – the spiritual Oscars for our worldly performances – the rabbis tell us 
that very often “those who were above will be below, and those who were below will be above.” 

What is the meaning of this startling announcement? The world as we know it has its own standards for 
recognition, for prestige, for honor and for awards. Those who accumulate wealth in disreputable ways will 
undeservedly seem to win the Oscars of the world’s approval and adulation. It is when they face the judgment of 
the other world that they are suddenly told that there had somehow been a mix up. True, for a while they 
believed they were winners. But heavenly judgment corrects that mistake. “Those who were above will be 
below.” 

So too, there are the pious but penniless, the saintly but suffering. They seem to be short-changed during their 
lifetimes. Yet “those who were below will be above.” The error will be rectified. Heavenly award in the end will 
be granted to the truly deserving recipients. 

The Talmud, in its profound way, teaches us that when Oscars are given to those who don’t really deserve them, 
there is a time of final reckoning. Just as the amazing ending at the Academy Awards turned winner into loser 
and loser into winner, life’s sequel in the world to come will finally redistribute divine blessings in equitable 
manner. After all, in the long run life isn’t an unjust La La land – it’s a proving ground for our willingness to live 
righteous lives so that in the end we will be fairly rewarded for eternity. 

FUNNY THINGS: Yellow Card

John Rose was a referee in a kid’s soccer league and one day he was referring a game that 
involved a team from the local Jewish school &*ndash; King David. But there was an old woman 
on the side-line where the King David “Stars of David” were playing and she wouldn’t stop yelling 
at the ref. There wasn’t a call she liked. Finally, the ref looked at the coach and said, "Coach, 
you'd better control your side-line or else there’s going to be a penalty.” 

The coach turned to the woman and barked, "Knock it off, Bubbie!" 

Our Sandton Jolly Seniors Club 
Food for thought with Rabbi Shaw! 

Join us on Wednesday mornings for a fun morning! 
Bring your friends! 

Time:  10h00  Venue: Games Room 

Women’s Enrichment Programme 
Join Rabbi Suchard, Rabbi Shaw and Rebbetzin Suchard for a six-week inspiring course in the 

mornings beginning on 21st February 2017 
For more information – contact Helene in the office 

Purim @ Sandton Shul – 11/12th March 2017 
Mincha on Shabbos will follow after the shiurim 

There will be no Seudah Shlishit on Shabbos afternoon 

Saturday night 
Ma’ariv – 7.30pm 

1st Megillah Reading – 7.45pm 
Children will have a special Megillah reading followed by a Magician Show. 

Dress code:  Fancy Dress 
2nd Megillah Reading – 10pm 

Sunday 
Shacharit – 7.30pm in the main Shul 
1st Megillah reading after Shacharit 

Purim Fiesta @ 10am in the garden of the Youth Centre 
Dress Code: Fancy Dress 

Five a side soccer for Children & Adults, climb Trump’s wall to freedom, smash Haman’s head, 
challenge your kids to a game of golf and lots more!!! 

Cost R100/person excluding food 
2nd Megillah Reading @ 12pm 

Purim Suedah – 12.30pm in the Youth Centre 
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